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Who Am I
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are Mine.” (Isaiah 43:1b)  

A distressed young man had just poured out his
heart to his pastor. “If only I could find myself!
Sometimes I actually wonder who I am or where I
fit in!” His pastor thought for a moment, then
reached for an old worn catechism. While doing
so, he said: “John, there are times when I feel the
same way, wondering who I am and how I could
possibly fit into God’s plan of things. When I
begin to feel this way, I always reach for my
catechism and read Martin Luther’s explanation
of the three articles of the Apostles’ Creed.” 
And then he began to read these particular
words slowly:  
I believe that God has made me . . . I believe that
Jesus Christ . . .has redeemed me . . . that I may
be His own . . . and serve Him . . . I believe that . . 
the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel . . .
and will at the Last Day raise up me. . . and give
unto me . . . eternal life. This is most certainly
true. 
 
As they continued to talk, the young man began
to see himself not as a lonely speck existing in
the universe, but as a unique creation of God, a
God who created him, who was interested in
him, who knew him, who loved him, who sent
Jesus into the world to make him one of His very
own. This young man was made aware of a
definite relationship between himself and the
Lord God who was not only his Creator but also
his personal Redeemer and Comforter.
Increasingly, he saw who he was – God’s own
child! God’s own who has a purpose!  

We are all members of God’s family, and our
Almighty God declares to each of us through
Isaiah, that God has redeemed each of us from
sin, death, and the power of the devil through
the work of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the foundation
of our faith and Christian life. God has made
each of us His own through the waters of Holy
Baptism, He has called us by name and we are
His. Life has its way of running us down, of
wearing us out, of making us more worldly than
godly. But God assures us that we are indeed
His.  
 
It may seem strange to have to point a person
who is going through an identity crisis to the
Apostles’ Creed for mental and faith therapy.
But is it really? A careful, prayerful study of the
creed tells us with certainty who we are, what we
are here for, and where we are going. Live life as
a witness to this world that you (we) belong to
God who has created us, who has redeemed us,
and who sanctifies us daily!  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
(LSB #805) 

Pastor Mark     



September 6
Ushers: Mike & Wendy P., Sandy M.,
Mark Y.
Scripture Reader: Gary L.
Communion Assistant: Jim C.
Livestream: Keith L.
Trustees: Bill & Grace
Coffee Server: Birthday Donuts

September 13
Ushers: Gary & Carolyn L., Grace W.,
Jim C.
Scripture Reader: Pastor Mark
Communion Assistant: Pastor Stoner &
Pastor Mark
Livestream: Gary L.
Trustees: Wendy & Sharon
Coffee Server: Esther Circle
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ASSISTING WITH SEPTEMBER MINISTRY

September 20
Ushers: Grace W., Carolyn L., Mark S.,
Mark Y.
Scripture Reader: Keith Y.
Communion Assistant: Gary L.
Livestream: Keith L.
Trustees: Laurie & Laura
Coffee Server: Youth

September 27
Ushers: Bill & Jan A. 
Scripture Reader: Pastor Mark
Livestream: Keith L.
Trustees: Laurie & Julie
Coffee Server: Esther Circlee
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Christ Lutheran ChurchChrist Lutheran Church

Church OfficeChurch Office

Tues.-Fri.Tues.-Fri.    8:30-12:308:30-12:30

  218-722-7537218-722-7537

church@clcduluth.orgchurch@clcduluth.org

  
Pastor Mark RaitzPastor Mark Raitz

  313-268-0319313-268-0319

pastor@clcduluth.orgpastor@clcduluth.org

  
PresidentPresident

Mike Pickar: 651-338-4171Mike Pickar: 651-338-4171

  
Deacon ChairDeacon Chair

Gary Lofald: 218-590-8217Gary Lofald: 218-590-8217

  

Every Month:Every Month:

Sunday Morning BibleSunday Morning Bible

StudyStudy

(starting in October)(starting in October)

11:15 AM11:15 AM

  

Wednesday Bible StudyWednesday Bible Study  
@ 6:30 PM@ 6:30 PM

  

Council MeetingCouncil Meeting

2nd Thur. @t 6:30 PM2nd Thur. @t 6:30 PM

  

Food Share:Food Share:  
4th Thur. of the month4th Thur. of the month

11:30 AM -12:30 PM11:30 AM -12:30 PM

  

Esther CircleEsther Circle

Meets the first Tuesday ofMeets the first Tuesday of

the month at 10 AMthe month at 10 AM

AAAA  
Mondays @ 6:30 PMMondays @ 6:30 PM  
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Every Month:
Sunday Morning Bible
Study
(starting in October)
11:15 AM
 

Wednesday Bible Study 
@ 6:30 PM
 

Council Meeting
2nd Thur. @t 6:30 PM
 

Food Share: 
4th Thur. of the month
11:30 AM -12:30 PM
 

Esther Circle
Meets the first Tuesday of
the month at 10 AM

AA 
Mondays @ 6:30 PM 

September Altar Guild: Laura M. & Wendy P. 

July Monthly Income: $8,905.07
July Expenses: $11,908.25

July income was under expenses by $3,003.18
YTD Income: $107,511.43

YTD Expenses: $105,421.93
YTD Income was over expenses $2,089.50

July Mission of the Month:
Project Manana: $537.50

Women’s care Center: $442.50
Full finacial reports are avalable in the office

Scan this code to 
go to our giving page

SEPTEMBER WATERING SCHEDULE
Aug. 30-Sept. 5: Sue M.

Sept. 6-12: Grace W.
Sept. 13-19: Volunteers
Sept. 20-26: Volunteers



Wednesday Night Bible Study at 6:30 PM. Our study will be from a book entitled “Will the
Real Jesus Please Stand Up.” 
Band of Brothers meets every Wednesday at 7:00 AM at Chick-fil-A by the Mall.
75th CLC Anniversary. September 12 & 13.
Band of Brothers breakfast will be Saturday, September 26 at 9:30 AM at church. Free will
offering to offset the cost of breakfast All men are invited to join us for breakfast and Bible
study.
We continue to have the first Sunday of the month as "Birthday Sunday". We would like to
recognize you during your birthday month so please call the office to share that with us.
If you are interested in attending the Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge Gala on Tuesday,
September 29th as a Church Family, please contact Gary or Carolyn Lofald at 218-722-8392
before September 13th, and we can sit together. If enough sign up we can purchase a table.
Cost for the event is $75.00 per person. Dinner Choices are Chicken or Baked Manicotti. This
event is a fundraiser for Teen Challenge.
MN Adult and Teen Challenge is our Mission of the Month for September. They will be with us
on Sunday, September 27, during our church service, singing and giving testimonials. Esther
Circle will be hosting a meal after the service for our congregation and the men from Teen
Challenge that attend.
Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child will be coming up soon! 

        We will have more information in the October Messenger with the 
        November collection dates!

UPCOMING MINISTRIES AND EVENTS
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White Pines Micro School will be starting the week of
September 6. Classes will be every Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday during the school year. We ask that you
please respect their privacy during their school days and
enter through the upstairs entrances if you need to come
into the church as the basement door will be locked. If you
need more information, please contact our president,
Mike Pickar.
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FOOD SHARE
We prepared 24 bags for this month’s food share. Each bag consisted of two cans of tuna, a box of tuna helper, a
canister of instant oatmeal, a bag of brown sugar, a jar of cinnamon applesauce, a can of corn, a box of mac &
cheese, and a box of chocolate pudding. The cost per bag was $11.57. We distributed 17 bags along with the 9
bags that were left over last month for a total of 26 bags. Evangelism provided craft bags again for the kids with
Goldfish, fruit snacks, color books, sidewalk chalk and a craft. We gave out Birthday Bags, too!
We thank our member’s that donate to this mission to bless those that need a hand with their grocery bills.
Those of us that serve this mission are blessed to visit and get to know the recipients.
The Evangelism Committee will also be providing snacks for the four kindergarten classes at Piedmont and also
a few school supplies for their classrooms. We are working with Katie Britton, the Principal to schedule a time to
bring donuts and muffins to the teachers again during the first week of school along with a prayer for a blessed
school year.

In His Service,
The Evangelism Committee

For over 30 years Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge has been assisting teens and adults in gaining
freedom from chemical addictions and other life-controlling problems by addressing their physical,
emotional and spiritual needs.
Teen Challenge offers a residential program for teenage girls and boys struggling with chemical
addictions, as well as behavioral problems. 
Additionally, they offer a long term faith-based residential recovery program for adults that assists
individuals in gaining freedom from drug and alcohol addiction and the life controlling problems
associated with it. 
Theses programs are not offered cost free. Each resident is required to pay monthly room and board
fees. Some fees are covered by outside agencies, but the majority of funding comes from private
sources such as churches, businesses, and individuals. 
Please prayerfully consider a donation to this month’s chosen mission. You may make checks payable to
Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued support in our mission “To know Christ and to
make Him known.”
 

MISSION OF THE MONTH: 
TEEN CHALLENGE
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MAINTENANCE REPORT
The church gardens are looking beautiful and we are busy preparing for our 75th Anniversary getting
everything clean and ready to celebrate. If you see something that needs attention, please point it out. We
are always looking for volunteers to help with things too. 
The top portion of our parking lot will be paved and the east entrance closed off now in September. We do
not have a day set, but will make announcements when we know more. 
All of the old tables from Fellowship Hall have been sold! Thank you, Jim, for your efforts!
While I was on vacation and busy with out-of-town company, Mike was kept busy with parsonage needs.
The washing machine was replaced and the dishwasher was repaired. The church elevator has been acting
up and we are working with Arrowlift to correct the problem. The playset also is in need of attention and
we are thinking of adding another slide as the corkscrew slide had to be removed due to wear and tear. We
will also look into better signage. 
MN power has been clearing trees in the Piedmont neighborhood along the power lines. Mike had the
opportunity to speak with one of the men who graciously offered to take down a couple of trees in the
parsonage yard at no cost as a volunteer outreach for nonprofits. What a blessing that is for us! We are
rounding up a few volunteers to help with the branches and cutting up the wood that we will place on the
curb for free.
Just a reminder that Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays the Micro School will be in session in
Fellowship Hall. We ask you to be mindful of their class time and not enter through the basement door on
those days. Please contact the office or Mike if there is a reason you need to access that area on those
days. There is a sign posted on the back door to call the school only if you have an emergent need! 
The Food Safety and Kitchen Use Reminder signs are now posted in the kitchen. We ask that those using
the kitchen follow the reminders. Please be mindful of what drawer you take spatulas, tongs, etc., from and
place them back in the same location to make it easier for the next group to find them. Thank you for
helping with that! You will also note various signage posted on the walls that the school is required to
post. 
We are on still on the schedule to have the parsonage driveway seal coated. 
Keeping our “To-Do” list for future:

Removing the cracked grout and re-grouting the outside edge of the tile in the upstairs bathroom
Plan for a deck or patio area at the back entrance of the parsonage 
Rebuild the retaining walls in the back west and the upper front east side of the parsonage 
Addressing some drainage issues at the church to reroute the rain gutter water 
 Washing windows at the parsonage and church

 
We thank God for blessing our church over the last 75 years and providing for all our needs. We also thank
those that serve the church by volunteering and our steadfast members that continue to lift our church in
prayer. God bless you!

 
In Christ,
 Carolyn Lofald, VP-Maintenance Chair
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