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Every Month:
Sunday Bible Study

[1:15 AM

Wed. Bible Study
6:30 PM

Council Meeting
2" Thur. at 6:30 PM

Food Share:
3rd Thur.
11:30 AM -12:30 PM

Esther Circle
First Thur. of the month
at 10:00AM

AA
Mondays at 6:30 PM

WHY CHRISTMAS?

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked.”
(Ephesians 2:1)

“l came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10b)

If you take these two sentences above from the Bible, place them side by side, you
have the answer to the question posed by the ftitle of this devotion: WHY CHRISTMAS?
Have you ever taken a moment to ponder what this world would be like without
Christmas? Not the Christmas which is already being celebrated by the department
stores, or the secular decorations being displayed in the neighborhoods, BUT the
CHRISTMAS which has taken place over 2,000 years ago in the simple beauty and
quietness of a small town named Bethlehem. WHAT if there had never been the
Christ Child?
St. Paul tells us in Ephesians that without Christ we “were dead in the trespasses
and sins . . . following the course of this world, following the prince of the pow-
er of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience. . . having
no hope and without God in the world.” (Ephesians 2:1, 12b) We are spiritually
dead, having no hope whatsoever in life, not able with any strength of our being to
win our own salvation.
But Christmas changed all that! With Christ new hope, new life was born! “In Him
was life,” says St. John. In Christ sin, death, Satan, and hell were defeated com-
pletely and forever. The gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation were won
and given freely to all mankind. This is what the Savior meant when He said,
“l came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10b)
Christmas is and always will be the message of Jesus, the Savior of this world, the
Redeemer of all mankind, given by God our Father for the absolute assurance of
our salvation. Christmas is Christ, Christmas is that Holy One born of Mary, who
gives the gifts of salvation to us daily.
As we prepare to celebrate another Christmas, we might well ask ourselves: WHAT
IF? What if there had been no Christ Child, no herald angels to declare: “Unto you
is born a Savior?” But praise be to God, we never need to contemplate that ques-
tion. The Savior came - and with Him came life, life now and forever! A Blessed
Christmas to you all!
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray.
Cast out our sin And enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tiding tell;
Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanvuel!



ASSISTING WITH DECEMBER MINISTRY

December 3
Ushers: Volunteers
Scripture Reader: Pastor

December 7

Ushers: Mark Y., Keith Y., Bill & Jan A.
Scripture Reader: Jim C.

Candle Lighter: Birdie & llya M.
Communion Assistant: Jim C.
Trustees: Wendy & Sharon

December 10
Ushers: Volunteers
Scripture Reader: Pastor

December 14

Ushers: Mike P,, Jim C.

Scripture Reader: Gary L..

Candle Lighter: Elliot M. & Olivia A.
Trustees: Laurie & Laura

December 17
Ushers: Volunteers
Scripture Reader: Pastor

December 21

Ushers: Carolyn L, Mark Y., Keith Y., Jim C.
Scripture Reader: Gary L.

Candle Lighter: Eli A. & Gabe W.
Communion Assistant: Mike P.

Trustees: Laurie & Julie

December 24

Ushers: Carolyn L., Mark Y., Keith Y., Jim C.
Scripture Reader: Mark W.

Candle Lighter: Mark & Gabe W.
Communion Assistant: Gary L.

Trustees: Bill & Grace

December 28

Ushers: Bill & Jan A.
Scripture Reader: Keith Y.
Trustees: Bill & Grace

If you have a conflict with these dates,
please contact Jim Carlson at 218-343-6755

FINANCIAL UPDATE

October Monthly income is under
expenses by $2,892.17

YTD income is under expenses
by $11,991.65

October Mission:
The Gideons: $1,088.00

Full financial reports are available
in the office upon request
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CLC’S GIVING PAGE

LIVESTREAM OPERATORS

December 7 Lydia W.
December 14 Lydia W.
December 21 Keith L.
December 24 Keith L.
December 28 Gary L.

COFFEE/FELLOWSHIP
SERVERS & HELPERS

December 7 Birthday Donuts/Council

December 14 Esther Circle
December 21 Youth

December 28 Esther Circle



UPCOMING MINISTRIES AND EVENTS

» Cookie making days are December 3,4,& 5.
> Advent services are Wednesday, December 3, 10, & 17 at 6:30 PM

> We are hoping to fill our Esther Circle Harvest of Blessings Basket with
hats and mittens for the Piedmont School Children before Christmas
break! We welcome new and homemade items!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 4:30 PM. Wednesday, December 24.
Esther Circle meets the first Thursday of the month at 10:00 AM. All ladies are invited to join.

Band of Brothers meets every Wednesday at 7 AM at Chick-fil-A by the mall.

Sunday services are also live-streamed on Facebook and available on YouTube.
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Piedmont Dental will be using the fellowship hall on Saturday, December 20 from 8 AM until 1 PM.

Join us for Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
on Wednesday, December 24 at 4:30 PM

FOOD SHARE REPORT

We blessed many families this November Food Share which was held on Thursday the 20th. We made
up 48 bags of groceries this month at a cost of $17.59 per bag. We also gave each family a $20.00 gift
card to Aldi to purchase their turkey and other fixings. We filled the bags with a large box of Instant
mashed potatoes, a box of stuffing mix, a can of jelled cranberries, two cans of green beans, a can of
cream of mushroom soup, a package of French-fried onions, lime Jello, a can of pear chunks, and two
packages of turkey gravy. We also provided recipes for green bean casserole and lime Jello pear salad.
All 48 bags were distributed, including the 10 left over bags from last month and another 5 bags that
we quickly made up from our pantry supply, for a total of 63 bags! We shared about our upcoming ser-
vices for Thanksgiving and Advent and wished everyone a Blessed Thanksgiving. Everyone was so ap-
preciative and one family offered us a $10.00 donation.

Our Evangelism Committee made up 24 craft bags with a fall craft, fruit snacks, Goldfish snack crack-
ers, a bracelet, crayons, and a small coloring book. We quickly made up an additional 10 craft bags with
items we had in our stock supply! We also had 12 Advent Calendars that we handed out to 12 families.
We provided a few Birthday Bags too!

We will be planning our December Food Share to include fixings for Christmas dinner and will decide
on a gift card amount. We always welcome boxes of cereal (non sugary please) and other nonperisha-
ble items (please check the expiration dates!) We feel blessed to be able to pass along these blessings
to those that come to our Food Share. We ask you to please continue praying for this ministry and sup-
porting this mission with a monetary gift if you are able. May God bless you and your family with a
wonderful Thanksgiving!

Next Food Share:
Thursday, December 18 from 11:30-12:30




MISSION OF THE MONTH

Our Bob Hanson began the legacy of partnering with the Salvation Army many years
ago. To honor this legacy, we are making the first two Sunday's in December
"Salvation Army Red Kettle Day". Please consider a donation to the Salvation Army
on these days to help in all their ministries.

American Lutheran Theological Seminary

The American Lutheran Theological Seminary is committed to the inerrancy, relevance, and intensive
study of God’s Word. Study of the scriptures dominates the curriculum. Students at ALTS study and
apply the content of a Biblical and confessional Lutheran curriculum to the contemporary American
and global context. The ALTS relies on the generous financial gifts of others to continue to serve the
church by training pastors for the ministry of the Word and Sacraments.

You may make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued support in our
mission “To know Christ and to make Him known.”

MAINTENANCE REPORT

We are happy to report that we don’t have any major repairs scheduled at this time! We are on the
schedule to have the church boilers serviced and cleaned. That was done in January of last year due
to a technician shortage. We are thankful that the heat in the whole church is working well at this
time.

The freon charge is still holding on our church double door refrigerator. We have two estimates on
three different brands in hand. We will make a decision to replace the refrigerator in January unless it
fails before then.

We will be installing the insulation for the kitchen exhaust fan the end of December after we are
done making cookies.

We signed our yearly contract with Cintas Uniform Services to have our church rugs laundered on a
monthly basis. They are keeping the charges the same for 2026 and have written that this amount
will never increase by more than 2% each year thereafter.

We have one bid on the flooring for the parsonage basement bathroom. We are waiting on another.

We had an issue with no heat at the parsonage and found the expansion tank had failed. This was re-
placed at the time of the service call. We will need a new pressure gauge also which is on order.
They will replace the gauge, a pressure relief valve, and clean the boiler when our gauge comes in.

Keeping our “To-Do” list which again is non-emergency, but some day...

o Removing the cracked grout and re-grouting the outside edge of the tile in the upstairs bathroom
o Plan for a deck or patio area at the back entrance of the parsonage

e Rebuild the retaining walls in the back and the front upper east side of the parsonage

e Addressing some drainage issues at the church to reroute the rain gutter water

e Washing windows at the parsonage and church

Please let me know if you would like to help with one of our projects or note something that needs
attention. God has blessed each of us through His gifts and we thank you for being good stewards of
those qifts.

With God’s blessing on you!
Carolyn Lofald, VP-Maintenance Chair 4



PLEASE PRAY FOR....

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is
sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

James 5:13-16

Health needs:

Our Shut-ins Brian MacDonald

Steven Moe

Mission of the Month: Laura Cruz
Salvation Army Red Kettle Jennifer Harvey
American Lutheran Theological Seminary Michael Wilson
Mark Malander

Judy lkonen
Janice Peterson

Lilli Ellis

Virginia Pickar

If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office.

ALTAR FLOWERS AND PLANTS
All are welcome to place fresh flowers or floral plants on the church altar for a Sunday service. It can
be for a memoriam, tribute, celebration, or just because. We need to know at least 2 weeks before
you would like to place them -unless they are from a funeral.
Please call the church office to get more information. Thank you!

Happy Bithday!

All the days ordained for me were written in your book before Andrea Allen December 5
one of them came to be. How precious to me are your thoughts,

Sharon Super December 5

O God! How vast is the sum of them! Danielle Miner December 19
Psalm 139:16,17 Claudia Pianfetti December 25
Carol Miletich December 28

If you would like your birthday included in the messenger please contact the office



