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Every Month:
Sunday Bible Study

11:15 AM

Wed. Bible Study
6:30 PM

Council Meeting
2" Thur. at 6:30 PM

Food Share:
4th Thur.
11:30 AM -12:30 PM

Esther Circle
First Thur. of the month
at 10:00AM

AA
Mondays at 6:30 PM

Daniel Webster once said: “If we work upon marble, it will perish; if on brass, time
will efface it; if we rear temples, they will crumble into dust; but if we work upon
immortal minds and imbue them with principles, with the just fear of God and love
of our fellow-men, we engrave on those tablets something that will brighten to all
eternity.”

September is here, that means, life gets back to “normal”; our vacations are com-
pleted, the schools begin a new academic year, the days are shortening, tempera-
tures are cooling off, and soon the trees will begin changing into their fall colors.
After a busy summer, life gets back into its regular rhythm.

Here at Christ Lutheran Church, it is a chance once again to learn and grow in our
Christian faith. For many years we have been taught the “basics” of Christianity,
and as time has gone on, we continue to grow and be nurtured in the Christian
faith. St. Paul tells young Pastor Timothy, “But as for you, continue in what you
have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and
how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 3:14-
15).

We sometimes think we have learned as much as we can, especially in our faith, in
our knowledge of Christ and His work, in the wisdom of the Holy Scriptures. But
Paul is encouraging Timothy to continue to learn in faith, continue to grow in what
he has learned, and in what he has been taught. We continue to grow in our
knowledge of faith, as we live in these challenging times.

On Sunday mornings we will resume our study on the Life of Christ, picking up
where we left off, with Jesus as He matured and grew in His life, and beginning His
earthly ministry. Confirmation will resume for our confirmands on Monday, Sep-
tember 8. On Wednesday, September 10 we will begin a study on Biblical Interpre-
tation: How Do We Study the Bible! The ladies and the men of the congregation
will have their biblical studies for their enrichment and growth in the Christian
faith.

Our growing in the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures never stops, and the Holy
Spirit continues His work in us, strengthening us in this Christian faith till the day
God receives us into His Kingdom. So please join us, as our family of God comes
together to grow in the Christian faith. Blessings,

Pastor Mark Raitz



Assisting with September Ministry

September 7
Ushers: Wendy P., Carolyn L., Mark Y., Jim C.

Scripture Reader: Sandy C.
Communion Assistant: Keith V.
Trustees: Bill & Grace

September 14
Ushers: Bill & Jan Arezzo

Scripture Reader: Jim C.
Trustees: Wendy & Sharon

September 21
Ushers: Carolyn L., Grace W., Mark Y., Keith Y.

Scripture Reader: Aaron M.
Communion Assistant: Mike P.
Trustees: Laurie & Laura

September 28
Ushers: Gary & Carolyn L.

Scripture Reader: Pastor Mark
Trustees: Laurie & Julie

If you have a conflict with these dates,
please contact Jim Carlson at 218-343-6755

Coffee/Fellowship Servers & Helpers

September 7 Birthday Donuts/Council
September 14 Esther Circle
September 21 Youth
September 28 Esther Circle

Financial Update

July Monthly income is under
expenses by $3,727.73
YTD income is under expenses
by $5,149.49

July Missions:
Project Manana: $515.00
Women’s Care Center: $235.00

Full financial reports are available
in the office upon request
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NEW! ONLINE GIVING OPTION
SCAN THE CODE TO GO TO
CLC’S GIVING PAGE

Livestream Operators

September 7 Keith L.
September 14 Lydia W.
September 21 Gary L.
September 28 Keith L.

Sunday services are livestreamed on our Facebook page:
Christ Lutheran Church Duluth at 9:30 AM
You can also log onto our website clcduluth.org

ﬂ Christ Lutheran Church Duluth

Youlii'lil:) Christ Lutheran Church Duluth



UPCOMING MINISTRIES AND EVENTS
Sunday services are also live-streamed on Facebook and available on YouTube
Esther Circle begins on September 4 at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to join us.
No Bible Study on September 3. Bible studies will resume on September 10 at 6:30 PM
Band of Brothers meets every Wednesday at 7 AM at Chick-fil-A by the mall.
Confirmation begins on September 8.

Sunday, September 14 — Neighborhood picnic at CLC. Join us from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM for brats,
burgers, games, and fellowship.

> Saturday, September 20 — Regional AALC Pastor’'s meetings will be held at CLC from 9 AM — 3 PM.
All are invited to attend.
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> Sunday, September 28 - MN Teen Challenge Choir will be at church. Join us for a meal following
the presentation.

You are cordially invited to attend the 2025 MN Adult and Teen Challenge
Duluth Gala on Thursday, October 2nd, 2025! Join us for the Silent Auctions at
5:00pm, followed by dinner at 6:30pm, and concluding with a program featur-
ing the MNTC choir and testimonies filled with redemption, restoration, and
new/renewed relationship with Christ. Your partnership through events like the gala help us provide
hope, offer freedom, transform lives through all through relationships with Christ. We hope to see you
at our 2025 Gala!

Please let Gary & Carolyn know if attending by Sept. 21 Meal choices are chicken or ravioli.

MN Teen Challenge will be at Christ Lutheran Church on September 28. A meal will be served follow-
ing the presentation. Please come and support this Life Changing Ministry.

FOOD SHARE REPORT

Our August food share took place on the 28th. We had only 8 bags left from July that we handed out,
also. The cost of each July bag was $10.13 as we were blessed with many donations of food to offset
our purchases. Our August menu consisted of canned chicken, a jar of Alfredo, a box of penne pasta,
two cans of corn, macaroni and cheese, cinnamon applesauce, chocolate pudding, Honey Nut Cheeri-
os, a jar of peanut butter, and a jar of grape jelly. We made up 36 bags with these items— each bag
costing $19.68. We had 10 bags left over

Evangelism made up 24 craft bags with a story about a bear that lets his trouble float away, a jar of
bubbles was included to encourage the kids to send their troubles to God. We also had a coloring
sheet, a pencil, rubber bracelet, fruit snacks, and a snack bag of Goldfish snack crackers. We had
Birthday Bags ready to hand out, too with cake mix, frosting and candles.

Again, we thank you for your nonperishable donations as this helps offset our costs. We always wel-
come boxes of cereal — non-sugary please, as we consistently add cereal as a staple to each bag. We
are so thankful for your monetary contributions to this outreach as those keep this mission going.
Please continue to keep this ministry in your prayers and praying that the love of Christ is mirrored to
each of these families as we share these bags of groceries with them and pray with those in need.

Next Food Share: Thursday, September 25 from 11:30-12:30 3



1‘ SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH: MN ADULT & TEEN CHALLENGE

For over 30 years Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge has been assisting teens
Adult & Teen Challenge and adults in gaining freed.om frqm chemic.al addic'rior!s. and other life-controlling
Minnesota problems by addressing their physical, emotional and spiritual needs.

Teen Challenge offers a residential program for teenage girls and boys struggling
with chemical addictions, as well as behavioral problems.

Additionally, they offer a long term faith-based residential recovery program for adults that assists indi-
viduals in gaining freedom from drug and alcohol addiction and the life controlling problems associated
with it.

Theses programs are not offered cost free. Each resident is required to pay monthly room and board
fees. Some fees are covered by outside agencies, but the majority of funding comes from private
sources such as churches, businesses, and individuals.

Please prayerfully consider a donation to this month’s chosen mission. You may make checks payable
to Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued support in our mission “To know Christ and to
make Him known.”

NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT OUT 2025

We were blessed with an absolutely beautiful evening for this event on Tues-
day, August 5. It was hosted by the Piedmont Dental Office in their parking lot.
They provided us a spot under their big tent with a table and chairs. We
brought our pop up tent and the youth of our church offered face painting to all
the children that came through the line. Our church volunteers wore T-shirts
with our church name and logo on them. We provided ice cream cups and
Freezies as a treat for all the attendees. We handed out gift bags for the chil-
dren which included sidewalk chalk, bubbles, a bookmark, bracelet, and a pencil
- we made 150 of those. Adults were given a brochure from our church, a
church pen, a booklet titled In Pursuit of Jesus and a New Testament Bible from
the Gideons. Famous Daves was there to cook a whole hog on their Bar-B-Que
and guests were given a pulled pork sandwich, coleslaw, cornbread, beans, 1919
Rootbeer, water, and a cookie baked by the Piedmont Staff. They figured there
were over 580 neighbors that attended. Prizes were given out by their staff,
too. Our many thanks to Piedmont Dental for providing this wonderful Neigh-
borhood Event and allowing us to be a part of the festivities. They are great
neighbors! Pastor Mark and Marianne were there with us, too and had an op-
portunity to visit with many of the attendees. To God be the Glory!




MAINTENANCE REPORT

We have been blessed with wonderful weather and the gardens are still looking beautiful. Our hy-
drangeas are bursting with blooms! The Esther Circle will have their meeting now in September
and make decisions on when they will put all the pots away and prepare the gardens for winter.

ASP technicians were here on August 11 and fixed the leaks on both of our boilers. The cleaner
was injected into the system to let it start working. They came back on the 14th and flushed the
system. Five zone valves will be replaced as soon as the parts arrive. The protectant will be added
to the system when the repairs are completed. Annual maintenance checks will be continued.

Our church refrigerator has been running warm. We had Gartner refrigeration out to access the
situation and found that the evaporator is not working and we have a small refrigeration leak. We
are waiting for an estimate on the repair to fix the issue.

Our custodian has waxed both sacristy floors. They look great! Thank you, Gary Glad!
The parsonage driveway was seal coated the end of July.

Some hornets found their way into a crack in the west side window sill of the parsonage. A pow-
dered insecticide was placed and the crack was then sealed with caulk.

Praise God that we have had no more issues with the plumbing at the parsonage. We will need to
replace the flooring in the downstairs bathroom due to the pipe repair and cutting out of the con-
crete. We will have that project completed by the end of September.

The battery in the AED in the Narthex was replaced. We also replaced the 9-volt battery in the box
that sets off the alarm when the door is opened.

We still have a few things on our “To-Do” list which are nonemergency, but some day...
» Removing the cracked grout and re-grouting the outside edge of the tile in the upstairs bathroom
» Plan for a deck or patio area at the back entrance of the parsonage
» Rebuild the retaining walls in the back and the front upper far side of the parsonage
» Addressing some drainage issues at the church to reroute the rain gutter water
» Replacing a couple of boards on the playset and staining

» Adjusting the blockwork walk at the back entrance of Fellowship Hall that has heaved
some

» Washing windows at the parsonage and church

We are so thankful that God has given us this beautiful church and parsonage; placed people in
our lives that have been given gifts to help us in times of need and to our parishioners who are
faithful through their prayers and tithes to take care of all that we have been given. If you would
like to help with one of the items on our “to-do” list, give me a call. Would love to have some extra
helping hands!

God'’s blessing on you!

Carolyn Lofald, VP-Maintenance Chair



To the pastors and congregations of The American Association of Lutheran Churches,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life. Amen.

As we begin a new school year across the country, a time of fresh beginnings, excitement, and hopeful anfici-
pation, our hearts are heavy with the tragic news of the shooting at Annunciation Catholic Church and School in
Minneapolis on Wednesday, August 27. The senseless loss and injury of precious young lives is a profound and
unsettling sorrow that affects us all. The pain felt by the families, the Annunciation congregation, and indeed, all
who heard the horrific news, is a grief we share as fellow Christians and as human beings. Yesterday, | extended
our condolences and encouragement to Archbishop Bernard Herba of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneap-
olis, as well as to the congregation of Annunciation Catholic Church, on your behalf.

This unimaginable tragedy forces us to confront the complex realities of a fallen world, a world where evil can
and does intrude upon even the most sacred of spaces (Luke 4:33-37; Mark 1:23-26). It is a moment that can
shake our faith, cause us to question, and fill us with fear for our own children, our grandchildren, our teachers,
and communities. In times like these, we can feel lost and hopeless. We may even wonder about the value and
effectiveness of prayer, as some critics do after such tragedies.
Yet, it is in these very moments of despair that we are called to cling to the promises of our Lord. Christ Jesus
Himself, knowing the trials that awaited His disciples and us, offered these words of comfort and truth: “These
things | have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, | have overcome the world.” (John 16:33, NKJV).

These words from Christ Jesus are not part of a promise of a life free from pain and violence, but a declaration
of victory in the midst of it. It acknowledges the reality of tribulation in the world and in our lives, but it does not
leave us wanting. Christ’s triumphant words, “I have overcome the world,” declare to us that evil and death do
not have the final word. Our peace is not a product of our circumstances or the environment we create, but an
overpowering gift found in Christ alone —a peace that transcends all understanding.

To our pastors, teachers, staff, and congregations with schools, | want to offer a special word of prayer and en-
couragement. You are at the very heart of our ministry of Christian education and faith formation. You are
called to create safe sanctuaries of learning and faith, places where children can grow in knowledge and in the
fear and love of the Lord. In light of the tragedy in Minneapolis, you may feel an added burden of responsibility
and fear. Be assured of my prayers and the prayers of our entire Association for your safety, your wisdom, and
your faithfulness.

Together, we commit ourselves anew to being people of Christ’s light in a world of darkness. Let us redouble
our efforts to love our neighbors, to be vigilant in our care for one another, and to minister to those who are
suffering. Let us pray, as prayer indeed has power, for the families of the victims, for the Annunciation congre-
gation, and for our own congregations as we seek to be faithful witnesses to the Gospel.

Let us pray:

Heavenly Father, we come to You with heavy and anxious hearts, grieving the senseless loss of children and
intrusion of evil in Your house of worship. We pray for the congregation of Annunciation Catholic Church, their
teachers and students, asking that You comfort them with a peace that surpasses all understanding. As we
begin a new school year, we ask for Your protection over our children, teachers, and schools. Strengthen us to
be ambassadors of Your love and light in a dark world. In our sorrow, cause us to hold fast to the certainty of
Your Son’s promise that He has overcome the world. By the work of the Holy Spirit, through Word and Sacra-
ment, strengthen our faith, trusting in Your ultimate victory through Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

We will take heart in the faith and knowledge that Christ Jesus has indeed overcome the world, and that
through His victory, we have hope that endures all things.

| am your servant in Christ Jesus,

Rev. Dr. Cary G. Larson
Presiding Pastor
The American Association of Lutheran Churches



PLEASE PRAY FOR....

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16

The leadership of the church
Dr. Cary Larson & the AALC
The ministry at Union Gospel Mission
Students and Teachers from pre-k to college
Our country, military & police

Pastor Yount and his ministry in Slovakia
The steadfastness of our faith
Persecuted Christians throughout the world
Mission of the Month: MN Teen Challenge

Please Pray for Those with Health Needs:

Jean Clark Sharon Peterson Mary Jenny Brian MacDonald
Vi Boder Donna Swanson Mark Malander David Wood
Carol Sogard Dale Lund Michael Wilson Laviere Johnson

Jane McLean Laura Cruz Janice Peterson Steven Moe

If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office.

ALTAR FLOWERS AND PLANTS
All are welcome to place fresh flowers or floral plants on the church altar for a Sunday service. It can
be for a memoriam, tribute, celebration, or just because. We need to know at least 2 weeks before
you would like to place them -unless they are from a funeral.
Please call the church office to get more information. Thank you!

Happy Bithday!

All the days ordained for me were written in your book before

Diane Malander September 13

one of them came to be. How precious to me are your thoughts,
O God! How vast is the sum of them! Sandy Carlson September 24
Psalm 139:16,17 Cindy Kent September 29

If you would like your birthday included in the messenger please contact the office

But seek first the Ringdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.
“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Matthew 6:33-34




