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Christ’s Messenger 

Let Us NOT Coddle Evil  

“The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light...Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desire.” (Romans 13:12,14)   

Our dictionaries tell us that the word “coddle” means “to treat with extreme or excessive 
care or kindness, to pamper.” If we are being truthful, there are certain sins in the life of 
every Christian which he or she would like “to treat with extreme or excessive care or 
kindness.” We want to pamper the sins in our life, convinced that we do not commit bad 
sins, the very sins that St. Paul warns in Romans 13:13 – “Let us walk properly as in the 
daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 
quarreling and jealousy.” We as believers still have sinful, fleshly desires that at times will 
lead us astray, but St. Paul warns us not to gratify those desires.   

They are the sins we find most appealing: the sins toward which we look forward to and 
for which we even frequently make preparation. They are the sins against which Holy 
Scripture expressly warns and cautions us about: “Make no provision for the flesh, to grat-
ify its desire.”   

In the times that we are living in today, there are many opportunities for participating in 
the flesh, especially sins of impurity – in thought, in word, or in deed! Christian historians 
have stated that we are living in a state of moral and cultural decay. Everywhere we turn, 
the things that we watch or listen to, lead all of us down the road of sin into its culture of 
immorality. Society today makes a mockery of God’s commandments. Society today is ap-
proving of any lifestyle one would want, having no regrets, living lives against God and 
not feeling bad about it.   

Are there sins in our life toward which we look forward to and for which we make plans? 
Sins of unkindness, strife, dishonesty, drunkenness, sexual impurity, sins which we take 
great pleasure in committing? Our Lord commands us: Make no plans for these! Never in-
clude them in your life!   

The same Lord tells us to put on the armor of light, put ON the Lord Jesus Christ! Jesus 
went to Calvary’s cross to pay for all our sins, even the very desire to commit these sins, 
which the world says are ok. Sin leads to death; sin leads us away from our relationship 
with Jesus. In Jesus, we are cleansed in His blood, we are forgiven and need to live in His 
forgiveness every day. So put on the Lord Jesus Christ, who died and rose again for us.  
This is the Gospel truth!  

Whenever tempted to coddle evil, we should pray: If thou but trust in God to guide thee; 
And hope in Him through all thy ways, He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee, and 
bear thee through the evil days. Who trusts in God’s unchanging love Builds on the rock 
that naught can move. (LSB #750:1)  
 
Pastor Raitz  

I will praise 
the Lord as 

long as I live 

Psalm 146:2a 
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October 5 
Ushers: Bill & Jan A., Keith Y., Mark Y. 
Scripture Reader: Danielle M. 
Communion Assistant: Jim C. 
Trustees: Bill & Grace 

October 12 
Ushers: Mike & Wendy P., Ilya M. 
Scripture Reader: Keith Y. 
Trustees: Wendy & Sharon 

October 19 
Ushers: Carolyn L., Grace W., Mark Y., Jim C. 
Scripture Reader: Jim C. 
Communion Assistant: Gary L. 
Trustees: Laurie & Laura 

October 26 
Ushers: Carolyn L., Keith Y., Mark Y., Jim C. 
Scripture Reader: Aaron M. 
Communion Assistant: Mike P. 
Trustees: Laurie & Julie 

If you have a conflict with these dates,  
please contact Jim Carlson at 218-343-6755 

Financial Update 

August Monthly income is under  
expenses by $685.73 

YTD income is under expenses       
by $6,178.22 

August Mission: 
Lutheran Bible Translators: $730.50 

 
 

Full financial reports are available  
in the office upon request 

Assisting with October Ministry 

Livestream Operators 

October 5 Lydia 

October 12 Gary 

October 19 Keith 

October 26 Keith 

Coffee/Fellowship Servers & Helpers 

October 5 Birthday Donuts/Council 

October 12 Esther Circle 

October 19 Youth 

October 26 Esther Circle 

Christ Lutheran Church Duluth  Christ Lutheran Church Duluth  

Sunday services are livestreamed on our Facebook page: 
Christ Lutheran Church Duluth at 9:30 AM 

You can also log onto our website clcduluth.org 

NEW! ONLINE GIVING OPTION 
SCAN THE CODE TO GO TO 

CLC’S GIVING PAGE 
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UPCOMING MINISTRIES AND EVENTS 

Next Food Share: Thursday, October 25  from 11:30-12:30 

⮚ Pastor Appreciation Sunday will be on October 12th. Please join us for cake following the morning 
service. 

⮚ The Gideons will present their ministry on Sunday, October 12th during the service. 

⮚ Band of Brothers will be having a breakfast October 18th at 9 AM at church. All men are invited. 

⮚ Annual Congregational meeting October 19th at 11 AM. 

⮚ Pastie Making is coming up on October 24th & 25th. Order forms will be in the basement in      
October. Please sign up to help, also.  

⮚ Wednesday Night Bible studies meet at 6:30 PM. 

⮚ Esther Circle meets the first Thursday of the month at 10:00 AM. All ladies are invited to join. 

⮚ Band of Brothers meets every Wednesday at 7 AM at Chick-fil-A by the mall. 

Pastie Making 

October 24th & 25th 

Please sign up if you are able to help.  

Sign-up sheets will be in the basement in October. 

Order forms will also be in the basement in October. 

SEPTEMBER FOOD SHARE REPORT 

Our September Food Share was held on the 25th. We will update everyone as to amounts and 
prices in our November Messenger. We had 10 bags remaining from the August share to hand out. We 
made up an additional 24 bags of groceries for September. The bags included beef stew, a large can of 
chicken noodle soup, a box of soda crackers, a can of fruit cocktail, two cans of green beans, and 
strawberry Jell-o. We also included from our pantry a box of mac & cheese and a box of cereal. We do 
have enough items in our pantry, thanks to donations, to quickly make up extra bags of groceries if 
needed!  

Evangelism made up 24 craft bags with fun items and our usual fruit snacks and Goldfish snack 
crackers were added. As always, we had birthday bags to hand out also.                 

We thank our church family for supporting this mission through your prayers, monetary dona-
tions and your nonperishable food donations. This greatly helps offset our costs (Please remember to 
check expiration dates on the items if you donate). We always welcome boxes of cereal – non sugary 
please! We are so thankful we are able to share Jesus with these families that visit each month and we 
thank you and ask you to continue to keep this ministry in prayer.      
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OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH: GIDEONS 

Members of The Gideons International share their faith because they realize how   of-
ten people today need someone to come alongside them in finding their way to true 
salvation that is available only through the grace of God. As opportunities arise, they 
take time to share the Gospel message with friends and family, business acquaintanc-
es, and other people they meet who are struggling in their daily lives. 

They believe distributing copies of God’s Word plants powerful seeds God can use according to His 
own timing (I Corinthians 3:6), allows many to read the truth for themselves (John 8:32), provides a 
lasting witness (Hebrews 4:12), and makes it easier for those they reach to boldly spread the Good 
News (II Timothy 2:2).  

Members of The Gideons International personally witness and distribute God’s Word to police, fire, 
and medical personnel; prisoners; military personnel; students in the fifth grade and above; and to 
those with whom they interact on a daily basis. Scriptures are also placed by Gideons and Auxiliary in 
key  locations, including hotels, motels, hospitals, convalescent homes, medical offices, domestic vio-
lence shelters, prisons, and jails. They have placed and distributed more than 2 billion Bibles and New        
Testaments around the world.  

Please prayerfully consider a donation to this month’s chosen mission. You may make checks payable 
to Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued support in our mission “To know Christ and 
to make Him known.” 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
delivers great joy and the 
Good News of Jesus Christ 
to children in need around 
the world through gift -
 filled  shoeboxes. 
Each box packed full of 

quality toys, school supplies, and personal care 
items becomes a tangible expression of God's im-
mense love for the child. For many, it is their first 
gift ever! Delivered by our local church partners, 
shoebox gifts provide an opportunity to present 
the Gospel to boys and girls in a clear, child-
friendly way.  
If you are able, please take a box or two to fill. We 
will need to have the boxes returned no later than 
November 16. If you are able, please also enclose 
$10.00 to pay for the shipping costs of this project. 
If you are not able to physically make a shoe box, 
you may go to the Operation Christmas Child web-
site and pack a shoebox online! Thank you for be-
ing a part of this great mission - and pray that God 
will bless the recipient of your box with the mes-
sage of Jesus' Love!   
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Our Evangelism Committee blessed all 110 teachers and staff at  Pied-
mont  School at 7 a.m. the morning of  September 3. We had contacted 
Katie Britton, the school principal to arrange for the surprise and brought 
in muffins, donuts, and a variety of rolls from  Dunkin Donuts. We includ-
ed a can of Folgers Coffee, napkins, plates, and a pump  bottle of French 
vanilla creamer. We had a sign that welcomed them back which included 
a prayer. April, the school secretary sent this email shortly after 7 that 
morning: 

"I wish I could have recorded the squeals of joy emanating from our staff 
lounge. Thank you again!"  
   

Evangelism Committee was also able to bless all four of the Piedmont Kindergarten classes this year 
by donating to each room a box of Welch’s fruit snacks, a box of granola bars and 10 boxes of 24 count 
crayons. We sent them a note of encouragement and asked them to contact us if there is a specific 
need and we would do what we could to help. Mrs. LaBoone is our Kindergarten contact at Piedmont 
School. Here is her thank you! 

Thank you so much for the snacks! We appreciate it so much. I actually hadn’t even picked up 
any to have on hand yet for students who don’t/can’t bring their own to school so the timing is 
amazing! 

I am sure we could use the packs of crayons! We do ask for them on the supply list, but some 
families aren’t able to buy any and we always have a need. Any you have would be great! 

Thank you again! 

-Jenn 

Dear Principal Britton, Teachers, Support Staff and Custodians, 

“Welcome back!!!” 

We hope you had a wonderful summer and that everyone is excited and ready to begin a new school 
year! We thank you for your dedication and service in sharing your God given gifts with these little 
ones. You play an integral part in shaping the lives of these children. We will pray for you to have a 
safe and rewarding year and that God would provide you all things needed as you serve.   

Dear Lord, we thank you for the caring and compassionate teachers and school staff that 
bless the lives of these little children. Continue to fill them with your Grace and Truth.  Bless 
them, especially when the hours get long and their patience wears thin. Restore to them the 
blessed vision of the greater purpose to which you have called them; to glorify You and to 
bless those to whom they serve. In the precious name of Jesus, our great teacher.  AMEN 

We  chose a couple of Bible verses for you: 
Proverbs 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
Romans 12:12 – “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer” 
Philippians 4:19 - 

We hope these treats will sweeten your morning and bring you joy! 
In Christ, Your Christ Lutheran Church Neighbors 
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Maintenance Report 

Our altar is now back home after being offsite for a couple of months being refinished! It looks so 
beautiful. A repair that was long overdue. The finish on the veneer had been peeling off which they 
felt was due to the heat and water from our fire. This repair was paid for out of our Memorial Fund. 
Pastor rededicated our altar on Sunday morning, the 21st. Thank you to Sharon Widell who donated 
two bouquets of beautiful fresh fall flowers to adorn our altar for this very special occasion. 

Esther Circle has been blessed to have God doing most of the watering for us. All the plantings are 
still looking well even with the little nips of cold weather we have had. If you get a chance, check out 
the hydrangeas in the butterfly garden! 

ASP technicians returned on 9-9-25 to install the zone valves for us and add the protectant. We are 
still trying to regulate the heat in a few areas. We ask that you please contact Carolyn if you feel we 
need to make a thermostat adjustment. Our annual maintenance checks will be continued. 

Gartner Refrigeration has added freon to our refrigerator. It seems to be holding its temperature for 
the time being. We are making a prayerful decision as to whether we should replace the evaporator or 
purchase a new refrigerator as this one is 9 years old and we have already replaced the evaporator 
once. We have been told there is only a 10-year life expectancy on new appliances. We are looking at 
different models and obtaining pricing. 

A big thank you to Mike P. and Gary L. for removing and resetting the pavers at the back entrance as 
they adjusted the drain tile beneath them. They are all laying flat now. We hope they will hold over 
the winter. 

Our custodian touched up the paint in the sacristies. Thank you, Gary G! 

We are still looking into new flooring for the downstairs bathroom at the parsonage. We hope to 
make a decision soon. 

This is our “To-Do” list which is nonemergency, but some day… 

⮚Removing cracked grout and re-grouting the outside edge of the tile in the upstairs bath room 

⮚Plan for a deck or patio area at the back entrance of the parsonage 

⮚Rebuild the retaining walls in the back and the front upper east side of the parsonage 

⮚Addressing some drainage issues at the church to reroute the rain gutter water 

⮚Replacing a couple of boards on the playset and staining 

⮚Washing windows at the parsonage and church 

We thank God for blessing us with the means to take care of all our repairs and ask that He would 
continue to provide volunteers with helping hands to make them. To God be all Glory! 

With God’s blessing on you! 

 

Carolyn Lofald, VP-Maintenance Chair 
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All the days ordained for me were   written in your book before 
one of them came to be. How precious to me are your thoughts, 

O God! How vast is the sum of them! 
Psalm 139:16,17 

If you would like your birthday included in the messenger please contact the office 

If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office.              

PLEASE PRAY FOR…. 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy  
and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16 

The leadership of the church 
Dr. Cary Larson & the AALC 

The ministry at Union Gospel Mission 
Students and Teachers from pre-k to college 

Our country, military & police 

Pastor Yount and his ministry in Slovakia 
The steadfastness of our faith 

Persecuted Christians throughout the world 
Mission of the Month: Gideons 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS AND PLANTS    
All are welcome to place fresh flowers or floral plants on the church altar for a Sunday service. It can 

be for a memoriam, tribute, celebration, or just because. We need to know at least 2 weeks before 
you would like to place them -unless they are from a funeral.  

Please call the church office to get more information. Thank you!  

Please Pray for Those with Health Needs: 

Jean Clark Sharon Peterson Mary Jenny Brian MacDonald 

Vi Boder Donna Swanson Mark Malander David Wood 

Carol Sogard Dale Lund Michael Wilson Laviere Johnson 

Jane McLean Laura Cruz Janice Peterson Steven Moe 

Elliot Miner October 10 

Pastor Mark October 11 

Jim Carlson October 22 

Donna Swanson October 26 

Jason Allen October 28 

Lydia Wiita October 16 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,  
“I am the light of the world.  

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,  
but will have the light of life.”  

John 8:12 


