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The Ten Foundational Elements for
a renewed and uniﬁed Christ Lutheran Church
In the Hands of the Reﬁner

1 Corinthians 3:9-15
“For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's ﬁeld, you are God's building. According
to the grace of God, which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For
no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now
if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,
each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed
by ﬁre; and the ﬁre will test each one's work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work which
he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will
suﬀer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through ﬁre.” (NKJV)
The above passage of Holy Scripture is the driving force for renewed eﬀorts in evangelizing
our community, and growing our congregation with the understanding that God provides the
growth, however, we are to plant and water.
I recently participated in a survey through Church Answers regarding Christ Lutheran. This
was the result of the survey: "Your church is very sick evangelistically. If it does not make
changes, it will soon be on a terminal path." This, honestly, was what I expected. Being an
older congregation, we have to make changes to grow. We have to do what it takes, and be
committed to doing it – together. We ALL can reach out and touch someone.
"I am convinced that more than ever for us to revive this church, it is going to require a commitment to making way for people to experience God's power and presence. We cannot convince a
skeptical generation simply with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the real
God Who actually speaks and acts." ~ taken from Outreach magazine (David Kinnaman)
To grow, we must come together, set aside any diﬀerences, and focus on truly working to
proclaim the Gospel to our community. Evangelism is spreading the Gospel, period. We follow the spread of the Gospel with feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and other kinds of
ministries. Just like when Peter preached his ﬁrst message to the huge crowd of people, 3000
of the crowd believed and were baptized. As the Body of Christ, in order to grow, we must
make a concerted eﬀort to plant the seed of the Gospel in our community.
It is described by Luke in Acts 2:40-43, “And with many other words he testiﬁed and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." Then those who gladly received his
word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the
apostles.” (NKJV)
Continued on page 3
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August Ushers, Trustees &
Scripture Readers
August 7
Ushers: Grace Wells; Jim Carlson
Trustees: Laurie & Jim
Scripture Reader: Jim Carlson
August 14
Ushers: Bill & Jan Arezzo
Trustees: Bill & Grace
Scripture Reader: Sue DeSha
August 21
Ushers: Wendy Pickar; Carolyn Lofald
Trustees: Wendy & Carol
Scripture Reader: Gary Lofald

Financial Update
June Income: $7,334
Expenses: $11,431.87
Monthly income was under
expenses by $4,097.87
YTD Income: $70,883.62
YTD Expenses: $76,926.39
YTD income was under
expenses by $6,042.77
June Mission
Camp JIM: $965
Full ﬁnancial reports are
available in the oﬃce
upon request

August 28
Ushers: Mark Youngren; Keith Youngren
Trustees: Laurie & Laura
Scripture Reader: Keith Youngren
If you have a conﬂict with these dates,
please contact Jim Carlson at 218-3436755

Treasurer:
Sandy Carlson

Every Month:
Wednesdays:
6:30 PM Adult Bible Study

CLC Food Share

Esther Circle:
First Thursday of each
month at 10:00 AM

Council Meeting
Second Thursday of each
month at 6:30 PM

AA meets at the church
every Monday at 6:30 PM

Esther Circle will
meet on Thursday,
September 1st at 10 AM.
All ladies are
invited to join us!
Questions?
Please contact
Susie Decker at
218-722-6475

The next food packing date is
Tuesday, August 16.
Distribution is Thursday,
August 18
from 11:30-12:30.
Thank you so much for all of
your prayers and support
of this ministry!
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We must continue faithfully in the Apostles teaching and fellowship with one another, in the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and in prayer (praying daily individually and corporately
during worship).
I will continue to be faithful in preaching God’s Word – Law and Gospel; and in teaching
God’s Word. You can never get enough of God’s Word, because Psalm 119: 105 says, “Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
We must incline our hearts to love, listen to, study, and obey God’s Word, because without
His Word, we will falter and fail. I believe I shared this before, and again I give the following
prayerful exhortation to you all -- that if we pray about these 10 foundations and operate in
them, we will become renewed by the Holy Spirit and be in true unity with one another in
the Holy Spirit, actually knowing Christ and making Him known.
The 10 Foundational Elements:
A renewed love and interest in the Holy Scriptures, the Bible, as God’s living Word
A deeper experience of the reality, holiness, and transcendence of God;
A deeper understanding and love of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
A deeper understanding of the Lordship of Jesus Christ
A deeper understanding of the Person and work of the Holy Spirit
A new incentive for evangelism, missions, and witness in the power of the Holy Spirit
A spontaneity, openness, freedom, and joy in praise and worship by the power of the Holy Spirit
A renewal of the spiritual life of Christ Lutheran (each and every member coming alive in
Christ)
Renewal of the service for healing of the sick
Renew and revitalize the lay leadership of Christ Lutheran
So, with this in mind, we must understand that
1) an outward focus is very important
2) we need to create and organize a team of leaders for evangelism;
3) we need to organize a prayer focus in our church (prayer teams);
4) we need to implement an outward-focused campaign for September’s (Back to Church
Sunday) that will increase church attendance, and bear fruit from our evangelistic eﬀorts.
(Coming Soon!)
May God bless you all, and have fun in the sun this August!

Pastor Gary DeSha

For we are
God's fellow
workers
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Discipleship Outﬁtters
Dear CLC Family and Friends,

WE NEED REFRESHING
I write to you with a heart ﬁlled with concern and compassion for our church family. We have been experiencing
many challenges as a congregation. Adjusting to going without a pastor for some time, and then needing to adjust to a
new pastor. Struggles with illness, injury and surgeries that
bring extended pain and require patience to endure. Some
of our members have chosen to attend another church, and
others have had to move to assisted living and care facilities.
We miss them. Some are driving daily to bring love, comfort and support to family members. We have lost dear ones
with whom we shared church life for nearly a lifetime.
As we gather for worship on Sundays, we have had our heavy hearts lifted with praise and thanksgiving. We have heard God’s word preached with passion and sincerity. We gather for coﬀee and fellowship, but many of us are hurting and tired . . . perhaps even a little numb. I don’t possess words beautiful enough or strong enough or meaningful enough to restore your grieving hearts and mine, but God
does. May these Bible verses provide a heavenly drink of cool water to refresh our thirsting souls.
Psalm 23:4
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staﬀ, they comfort me.
Lamentations 3:22-2
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Psalm 31:7
I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, because you have seen my aﬄiction; you have
known the distress of my soul.
John 16:22
So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one
will take your joy from you.
Romans 8:38-39
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
PRAY WITH ME
Father in heaven, we need your help. Come to us with miracle-working comfort and refreshing. Lift
up our hearts and draw us into your arms of love. Help us to bring all of our bottled up concerns to
you. We need to empty them at your feet and reﬁll them with Your living water. Forgive us for all the
things we should have done and those things we regret so deeply. Bring new life into our willing
souls. Who can we turn to for impossible things but You? We ask all these things in the name of your
dear son, Jesus, and we thank You for Your great faithfulness. Amen.
I carry your hearts in mine,
Sue
320-815-1561
suedesha@gmail.com
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August Maintenance Report
The Church Gardens are looking beautiful! A big “Thank You” to the Esther Circle ladies for watering and caring for all the shrubs and ﬂowers. We are so blessed!
Thanks to Jim for mowing and keeping the grounds looking so nice for us too!
Our custodian Gary Glad has been staining the garage for us. With the short summer we are thankful
he is willing to do this for us. Gary Lofald is helping with that too. We hope to have that completed
soon. We also painted the service door and ﬁxed the brick mold on the garage. We need to do a minor repair to the playset and check all the bolts. The playset is also in need of stain. We are asking for
volunteers to help with that project. As with anything, there is always upkeep.
We ﬁxed a portion of fascia on the back side of the church and we will attempt to ﬁx the gutter at the
parsonage that is sagging. We are still waiting to make a decision on the basement stairs at the parsonage in hopes we can get that completed for Pastor and Sue here soon.
We have not purchased a coach light for the front west entrance. Will keep looking for something
appropriate for that area.
Our elevator will need to have the battery back up for the phone replaced and we will update the light
bulbs in the car. Our elevator is inspected on a quarterly basis.
The church oﬃces are very warm and stuﬀy. We have met with a couple of companies to get ideas
and estimates on possibly installing air conditioning.
Again, just a word of caution to **Please watch your step” when coming in and going out the basement entrance. We are still praying about the best way to ﬁx this issue. If you have an idea, please
share that with us before fall.
We ask that if you see an item that needs repair to bring it to our attention. We also welcome any
thoughts and suggestions for improvements you feel are needed. You can reach me at 218-390-8357.
I hope everyone is doing well and enjoying their summer!
God’s blessings!
Carolyn Lofald
Carolyn Lofald

Dear Christ Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for the ﬁnancial gift. Also, thank you for the prayers and support for the camp
ministry.
Your generous gift towards God’s work is sincerely appreciated.
Tony Masurka
Camp Director Camp JIM
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Back to Church Sunday
Sunday, September 18, 2022
Let’s mobilize to spread the message of the Gospel
to our community!

August Mission of the Month:
Lutheran Bible Translators
Every language community deserves a translation of the Bible in their own
language. Luther translated the New Testament 500 years ago into the common German language. Millions of people still do not have access to God’s
Word in a language they can understand.
People around the world remain in the dark, experiencing feelings of confusion, hopelessness, and frustration. They do not have access to God’s Word.
Martin Luther wrote, “I wish that every village had its own interpreter and that this book alone
would live in the hands, eyes, ears, and hearts of all people.”
Lutheran Bible Translators has been partnering with language communities for nearly 60 years. More
than 100 partnerships in translation and literacy eﬀorts have equipped them to grasp, embrace, and
hold God’s Word in their hands and in their hearts. International partnerships have produced and
published 45 New Testaments or full Bibles.
Give to Lutheran Bible Translators and carry the LIGHT of God’s Word to those still feeling lost,
confused, and frustrated. Give them hope, give them conﬁdence, and put God’s Word in their hands.
Please prayerfully consider a donation to this month’s chosen mission. You may make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued support in our mission “To know
Christ and to make Him known.”
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PLEASE PRAY FOR….
Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.
James 5:14

Our pastor & the leadership of the church
The ministry at Union Gospel Mission
All of our students from pre-school to college
Our country, military & police
The teachers and students at all schools

The steadfastness of our faith
Mission of the Month: Lutheran Bible Translators
Persecuted Christians throughout the world
Lutheran Vicar Mwavu Ronald and his
two churches in Uganda

THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS:
Carol Johnson

Barb Hanson

Mary Jenny

Florence Kubiak

Jane McLean

Mark Malander

Brian McDonald

The Lund Family

Donna Swanson

Judy Stocke

Carol Schramm

Carol Schneeberger

Del Sandberg

Carol Sogard

Darlene Saaf

Kathy Stevens

Tom & Marlene Stauber

Maggie Kaptonak

Jerry Wiita

Linda Anthony

If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office. We apologize for any oversights.

Our sympathies to the family of Dick McLean
who passed away Saturday, July 2.
Please remember his family in your prayers.

Our sympathies to the family of Dick Kern who
passed away Monday, July 25.
Please remember his family in your prayers.

Sunday services are livestreamed on our Facebook page:
Christ Lutheran Church Duluth at 9:30 AM
You can also log onto our website clcduluth.org

Christ Lutheran Church Duluth

Christ Lutheran Church Duluth
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