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It’s October Already!
In the Hands of the Reﬁner

It’s October again! My goodness has time ﬂown by so quickly. Yes, “time waits for no man.” What happens to us when time goes by and we feel like we have to play catch up? Where were you last year this
time? What were you doing? What were you planning?
The summer sun is still quite warm outside. The air is cool, and it makes us think of, well, the “S” word
– yes, that white stuﬀ is just around the corner. We just are getting used to the warm weather. We took
the air conditioners out of the windows, and then it got hot again. Then cool. Then warm. Again.
Isn’t it funny how we talk about the weather? Every season brings about diﬀerent kinds of weather.
How we endure the weather is what matters right now. I mean the weather of change – the idea that either change must occur or change will happen whether we want it or not. Sometimes we want change,
but on our own terms. We have to come to grips with the fact that God is in control of change. His
providence moves upon the people of the earth, sinner and saint alike. His wise plan is known only to
Him, and we attempt in faith as followers of Christ to ascertain His will for our lives.
So, here we are. Approaching another new season. We are about to celebrate the 70th Anniversary of
Christ Lutheran Church. What will the coming seasons ahead of us bring? With each new season, we
must look to God who has granted us repentance and the faith to march on, in order that we would
“Know Christ, and Make Him Known.” We need to make changes and we need to seek God to bring
those changes about.
James 4:13-15 tells us, “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city,
and spend a year there and engage in business and make a proﬁt.” Yet you do not know what your life will
be like tomorrow. For you are just a vapor that appears for a little while, and then vanishes away. Instead,
you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.”
Let’s consider the seasons and what they mean to us and how we are to approach them.
Here comes a new season
“For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven.”
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)
Earthly pursuits are no doubt legitimate in their proper time and place, but pointless when out of time
and out of place. God makes everything beautiful in its season, which man vaguely comprehends. God
allows man to enjoy moderately and virtuously all His earthly gifts. What consoles us among the instability of earthly blessings is that God’s counsels are immutable; they never change. However, man has
his appointed cycle of seasons and changes, like the sun, moon, wind, and the ocean.
There is a ﬁxed season in God’s purposes. For example, He has ﬁxed the time when man is born, and
when he will die, so there is a lawful time for man to carry out his purposes and inclinations. God does
not condemn, but approves of, the use of earthly blessings. It is, however, the abuse of those blessings
that He condemns, the making them the sole end. The earth without water, like our desires, would be a
dreary waste land. However, on the other hand, the misplacing and excess of these desires, like a ﬂood,
need control. Reason and revelation are given by God to control them. We must dial into God’s purposes for us, and listen carefully.
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Seasons of change
"The Lord GOD has given Me The tongue of the learned, That I should know
how to speak A word in season to him who is weary. He awakens Me morning by
morning, He awakens My ear To hear as the learned.”
(Isaiah 50:4)
There is no wandering out of the reach of God’s perfect knowledge, no slipping
through the hands of His Omnipotence. God’s hand is as steady as His eye. He
certainly has reduced uncertainty to method, instability and chance itself to the
unfailing rule and order of His sovereign eternal Kingdom. It is God who governs the world.
Martin Luther once said, “Nothing can come from the most carefully constructed of human schemes till the pre-determined hour has struck, even if all men on
earth were to put forth the most violent eﬀorts. God will not suﬀer the hands of
His great clock to be pointed by the kings and princes and lords of the earth.”
The things under heaven are granted a time—a brief season. Things change.
Sometimes they change negatively. However, we are awaiting the good and the
true, the calm and untroubled ﬂow from the God of the ages of ages.
What happens when the season changes?
“And seeing from afar a ﬁg tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He
would ﬁnd something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for
it was not the season for ﬁgs. In response Jesus said to it, "Let no one eat fruit from
you ever again." And His disciples heard it.”
(Mark 11:13-14)
We know that Jesus expects God's people to bring forth the fruit of righteousness, and that unproductive branches are thrown in the ﬁre. So, the drying-up
of the ﬁg tree is an acted-out warning.
In keeping with Proverbs 27:18, "He who tends a ﬁg tree will eat his fruit, and
he who serves his master will be honored" The tree had nothing but leaves. This
speaks of a profession without performance; the very parable of the professed
Christian, which, with all their professions, bring forth no “fruit to perfection.”
“And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go
forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no
fruit to perfection.” Luke 8:14
Jesus is teaching His followers what it means to serve their master, God. It
simply means to have the kind of trust that comes from God, and that they will
wither away if they do not place their trust in Him.
How do we navigate the seasons of change?
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we
do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.”
(Galatians 6:9-10)
We must understand the fact that there is a Divine plan to be observed
amongst all the seeming disorder in the world today. God’s divine plan is the
charter of our liberty, the very foundation of our hope. Under the dominion of a
wild and reckless world, living amongst the godless, we cannot walk surefootedly in this life, nor cherish a deathless hope of better things awaiting us in
the life to come.
There are atmospheres that support, and others that extinguish the ﬂame of
hope. These are beliefs that have a like eﬀect upon the soul. Without the recognition of God’s superior power controlling all things, the ﬂame of hope cannot
burn.
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The plan of God must be distinguished from fate and destiny. These two words motivate people to honor their own strength and power. Some ancient philosophers taught that God Himself was subjected to
the resistless walls of fate. No fate awaits nor controls the Living God. We know that God’s plan is
framed by His Inﬁnite Wisdom, maintained by His Inﬁnite Power, and permeated by His Spirit of Inﬁnite Love.
The plan of God results not from mere will, supported by a terrible and uncertain power. His will is
not willfulness, or whim. We know what we are to expect from the One True God who is wise and
good.
So, what are we to expect as the season changes? The promise of Galatians 6:9-10 is an encouragement
to persevere. Here God speaks to us of the ﬁnal reward, yet God may see ﬁt to grant to His servants in
this life a kind of ﬁrstfruits or earnest of the great harvest in store for us in eternity.
Even now we see the good which our ministry eﬀects—in the lessening of evil, whether moral and
physical, and the reclamation and conversion of souls to Jesus Christ. It is proof that our labor is not in
vain in the Lord. In due season is in God’s own appointed season, whether it is sooner or later.
If we do not lose heart means the physical exhaustion produced by long abstinence from food. Let’s not
become weary, which denotes a loss of spirit, relaxation of the will, and with it, discouragement.
Therefore, as we approach a new season, we are to live by faith not fear. We must die to ourselves; and
when we awaken in the resurrection of the fullness of the Holy Spirit, we are to awaken to a service of
proclaiming the Gospel, and ministering unto the least of these, as far as we may have the opportunity,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, in the kingdom of God.
May God bless you with a colorful Fall season!
Your Pastor,

The Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held on Sunday, October 24 at 10:45 AM
An information packet about the meeting will be delivered to you soon via email or regular mail.
The meeting will also be live on Facebook

Gary & Carolyn Lofald are reserving a table for the
fall Teen Challenge Gala on October 21.
If you are interesting in attending there are still
4 - 6 places available at their table.
Please contact Carolyn Lofald (722-8392) if you
would like more information.
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Discipleship Outfitters— October 2021
What is Revival?
Won’t you revive us again, so your people can rejoice in you? Psalm 85:6 (NLT)
Dear CLC Family & Friends,
What is revival? In the words of revival ministers, here is cool drink of water from the deep wells of past
revivals.
Revival is “a community saturated with God.” Duncan Campbell
Revival is “times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” J. Edwin Orr
Revival is “God’s quickening visitation of his people, touching their hearts, and deepening his work of
grace in their lives.” J.I. Packer
Revival is “the work of the Holy Spirit in restoring the people of God to a more vital spiritual life, witness, and work by prayer and the Word after repentance in crisis for their spiritual decline.” Earle
Cairns
How do we prepare for revival?
“When God intends great mercy for His people, the first thing He does is to set them a praying.” Matthew Henry
What does revival look like?
God heightens our need for Him.
God stirs our heart so we receive a fresh vision of what He is really like.
God reveals our sin to us and our need for cleansing.
God graciously provides His Word and Holy Spirit.
God calls us to love and serve Him and our neighbor.
God’s people respond in joyful obedience.
The October Messenger will be arriving by email or in your mail box as a Tent Revival is underway on
our soccer field. As I write to you I don’t know what to expect, but I know what I am hoping for and how
I am praying:
O Heavenly Father, open our eyes to see our true spiritual condition. We have given into fear, comfort,
and self-preservation. We have filled our hearts and minds with political and media concerns while our
devotional time in God’s word and prayer have been dry. We have great spiritual, emotional, and physical needs. We are deeply concerned for loved ones who are suffering. We see tribulation in every direction.
Have mercy on us and send the rain of your Holy Spirit over Christ Lutheran Church, our soccer field,
Piedmont Heights, and city of Duluth. Bring people who desperately need You to hear the Good News
this weekend. Soften the soil of our hearts and prepare us to hear Your Word preached with great love
and power so we are changed. May we lift the name of Jesus high and experience deep and genuine
repentance. Revive us again, refresh us again, reveal beautiful truths from Your Word to us again, and
transform us by the power of Your Holy Spirit. Make us new, fill us with your love, forgive all our sins,
heal us, cleanse us, correct our course, and set our feet on the Solid Rock. Holy Spirit, fill us with power to be faithful witnesses of the resurrected Christ. Yes and Amen. We pray together in Jesus’ name!4

CLC YOUTH
Confirmation Class on Wednesdays at 9:00 am with Pastor Gary.
Youth Bible Study this Fall is “Growing in Christ’s Church” in the Fireside Room Sundays at 11:00am.
BELOVED APPRENTICE
I am so thankful for these times of Bible Study, friendship and prayer each month with “Beloved Apprentice.” All women are invited and you can join in anytime.
ONLINE Tuesdays at 6:30pm
IN PERSON Wednesdays at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall
CLC FOOD SHARE
Our Food Share is growing and changing. We welcome new partners, Chris and Jennifer Dunker of Eagle’s Wings Ministries, who are providing friendship, support, and food donations! Thank you Church
Family for your generous donations and volunteering for the CLC Food Share. We will continue sharing
groceries with school district families ON THURSDAYS each month. October grocery packing is Tuesday 10/5/21 at 1:30p. Our first October Food Share distribution is Thursday 10/7/21 from 11:30am 12:30pm. See you there!
In Christ’s love,
Sue
320-815-1561
suedesha@gmail.com

ctober Maintenance Report
We are so thankful for all those in our church family that continue to care for our church needs. We
are blessed beyond measure! Our custodian, Gary, will be cleaning the carpets soon. He has just ﬁnished painting the men’s bathroom oﬀ of Fellowship Hall. Looks so nice! He is also applying another
coat of sealant to the playset out back. He notiﬁed us on the 18th that the elevator was acting up again.
(Thankful that it was not during regular hours). Judi called for a technician and Jim met with him. Evidently, we had a rail issue. It had some shiny spots that the sensor detected so it threw the lock on –
that was ﬁxed! So thankful that Gary keeps a close eye on everything for us. We still need to address
the staining of the garage. We will also be replacing a couple of its corner boards. We will be scheduling the annual inspection of our ﬁre extinguishers. We are scheduled to have our annual boiler inspection and tune-up in October too. We do have a preferred customer maintenance plan for that. Please
continue to watch your step as you enter fellowship hall from the parking lot level! Pastor and Sue
have been working directly with the rep from Heartland Windows to repair the window issues at the
parsonage. Hopefully the last needed parts will be here in a couple of weeks and installed! The windows are still under warranty so there will be no charge! We are blessed to have Jim and the Esther
Circle being faithful in taking care of our church gardens and grounds. Everything always looks so nice.
Again, if you note something that needs attention, please let us know. We always welcome helping
hands!
Enjoy the beautiful fall weather!
God’s blessings!
Carolyn
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Mission of the Month Updates

October Mission of the Month:
Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge
For over 30 years Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge has been assisting teens and
adults in gaining freedom from chemical addictions and other life-controlling problems by addressing their physical, emotional and spiritual needs.
Teen Challenge offers a residential program for teenage girls and boys struggling with chemical addictions, as
well as behavioral problems.
For teens, there are both long and short term options. Programing is provided in a structured therapeutic community offering continuous observation and treatment by professional multidisciplinary staff members.
Additionally, they offer a long term faith-based residential recovery program for adults that assists individuals in
gaining freedom from drug and alcohol addiction and the life controlling problems associated with it.
Theses programs are not offered cost free. Each resident is required to pay monthly room and board fees. Some
fees are covered by outside agencies, but the majority of funding comes from private sources such as churches,
businesses, and individuals.
In addition to your monetary support, there are several other ways you could help, job/intern opportunities, volunteering, or becoming a mentor.
Please prayerfully consider a donation to this month’s chosen mission. You may make checks payable to Christ
Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued support in our mission “To know Christ and to make Him known.”

From Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry ( July Mission of the Month)
Thank you so very much for remembering Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry in your congregational giving. I
pray the Lord would continue to lay his hand of blessing and peace upon the congregation of Christ Lutheran,
giving you many fruitful opportunities to minister to all the different communities of Duluth and surroundings
as well!
Dave Spotts
From Women’s Life Care Center (July Mission of the Month)
Greetings Sandy!
Wow! That is so kind and generous of you all. Thank you for thinking of the Women's Care Center.
I can think of a few items we are in need of for our Crib Club Store. The "store" is for the women who are utilizing our programs to earn coupons to earn brand-new baby and toddler items. We carry everything from diapers
and wipes, to clothing, accessories, toys, cribs, strollers, etc. The most needed item in the "store" would be toy
items for infants to kid's age 5.
Other items that we are in need of would be small mom gifts. We put these in all of our positive pregnancy test
bags as an extra special gift for them. These items usually are nail polishes, mini lotions, chapsticks, hair ties,
hand sanitizers, etc.
Blessings,
Jen
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Sunday, October 10th is Christ Lutheran Church’s 70th Anniversary Jubilee!
Please join us for special guests and brunch following the service

Join us on Sunday October 17 for the
MN Adult and Teen Challenge Choir
There will be a taco dinner following the service

Pastor will be traveling the week of October 25-29 for the AALC Pastor’s Conference.

Quilting: October 28 from 9 AM - 2 PM
Bring a willing spirit and a sewing machine if you have one. I will have
plenty of tools, rulers, rotary cutters and best of all fabric to get us started. Beginners more than welcome. Stay for whatever time you can,
bring a bag lunch and beverage if you plan to stay for the day. Contact
Sandy Carlson (349-2786) with any questions you have. This is a great
time for some fun and fellowship.
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October Ushers & Trustees
October 3
Ushers: Jan Arezzo & Jim Carlson
Trustees: Bill & Grace
October 10
Ushers: Grace Wells & Bill Arezzo
Trustees: Wendy & Jim
October 17
Ushers: Mike & Wendy Pickar
Trustees: Laurie & Laura
October 24
Ushers: Mark Youngren & Keith Youngren
Trustees: Laurie & Jim

Financial Update
August Income $21,421.17
August Expenses $9,422.53
Monthly income was over
expenses by $11,998.64
YTD Income $105,458.41
YTD Expenses $91,425.90
YTD income was over
expenses by $14,032.51
August Missions:
Lutheran Bible Translators: $1,195.00

October 31
Ushers: Jim & Sandy Carlson
Trustees: Bill & Grace

If you have a conﬂict with these dates, please
contact Jim Carlson at 343-6755

Christ Lutheran Church’s monthly Food Share is growing!
We are hoping to provide more food more often.
Any monies donated to the church for “food share” or “food shelf”
will be directed to the monthly food share program.
Food donated to the food barrel will also be used for this ministry.
We would welcome new volunteers to help with this ministry!
If you can help pack food, the next date is Tuesday, October 5 at 1:30 PM.
If you would like to help with the distribution,
that will be on Thursday, October 7 from 11:30-12:30.
Thank you so much for all of your prayers
and support of this ministry!
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PLEASE PRAY FOR….
Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.
James 5:14

Our Pastor & the Leadership of the Church
All of our students from pre-school to college
Our Country, Military & Police
The teachers and students at all schools
Mission of the Month: MN Teen Challenge
Persecuted Christians throughout the world

The steadfastness of our faith
Lutheran Vicar Mwavu Ronald and his 2 churches:
St. John's Lutheran Church,
Nankandulo, Kamuli, Uganda

St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
Buluva, Namendwa, Uganda

THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS:
Ruth Dahl

Barb Hanson

Mary Jenny

Carol Johnson

Evelyn Johnson

Mark Malander

Florence Kubiak

The Lund Family

Donna Swanson

Brian McDonald

Carol Schramm

Eli Miletich

Judy Stocke

Ruth Peterson

Darlene Saaf

Del Sandberg

Carol Sogard

Jane McLean

Kathy Stevens

Tom & Marlene Stauber

Carol Schneeberger

Linda Anthony (Dick McLean’s Daughter)

Maggie Kaptonak

Pastor Jerry Albert
If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office. We apologize for any oversights.

Dear Church Family,
We are so very thankful for all of you and so appreciate being lifting up in prayer! Thank you to all
that reached out by calling, texting, running for groceries and providing food for us while we were ill.
Also for getting a few things for my mom! We cannot express how blessed we feel. God is faithful!
God’s blessings and love to all,
Gary & Carolyn Lofald

All the days ordained for me were written
in your book before one of them came to be.
How precious to me are your thoughts,
O God! How vast is the sum of them!
Psalm 139:16,17

Ly dia Wiita

October 16

Jim Carls on

October 22

Don n a Swan s on

October 26

Jas on Allen

October 28

Ruth Dah l

October 30
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