
   

 

Christ’s Messenger  

There is an urgency in my heart. We are in the last days. The last days before 
our Lord Jesus Christ returns. “Let no one deceive you by any means; for 
that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of 
sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all 
that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God.”  2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NKJV) 

There is a statistic published that says 25% of people who attended church 
before the COVID-19 pandemic will not return to church. 

Now, more than ever before is the Church being called to be on mission. To be missional. To intentionally seek 
people out, and present the Gospel to them. To persuade them to grasp hold of the faith once for all delivered 
unto the saints. To be saved from sin, sickness, death, and the devil. To be saved from the wrath of God. This is 
an urgent call. As your pastor, my soul is in agony at the thought of people (friends & family) going to hell. I 
cannot stand by and watch this happen. There is so much lack of faith and trust in God these days. That lack of 
faith and trust in God is being replaced by faith in the government, secular leadership, and in ourselves. Re-
gardless of our ages, young or old, we are called to mission. To declare release for the captives, healing for those 
who are sick, and forgiveness of sins, life and salvation to those who are lost without God. 

Christ Lutheran Church must take the lead in doing the mission of God – the mission Dei - in our community. 
We need revival here at Christ Lutheran Church. We need to wake up, step up, step out – get some pep in our 
step, some glide in our stride, some groove in our move, some hip in our skip, and get going for the sake of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

Nice pep talk pastor, but how are we going to do this? Well, let’s be missional. Let’s be intentional with the Gos-
pel. We can do this by being missional; by being a missional church. 

A missional church grasps that God is a missionary God and that “it is not so much that God has a mission for 
his church in the world, but that God has a church for His mission in the world.”1 

Christ Lutheran, we are that church! 

A missional church believes that the mission of God is rooted unalterably in the Bible, God’s infallible and iner-
rant Word. Therefore, a missional church believes that the essence of God’s mission is to extend the reach of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

In the Hands of the Refiner 
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1J. Andrew Kirk, What is Mission? Theological Explorations (London: Darton, Longman and Todd; Minneapolis: fortress Press, 1999), pp 23-37. 
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I believe that, do you? 

Yes, we send money to different missions every month – but we need to get off our hands 
and place them upon people relationally and intentionally. 

A missional church is a visible community of authentic disciples of Jesus Christ who 
gather for celebration, prayer and teaching and then disperses locally and globally as His 
missionaries to love and serve people. 

This fall, we are praying to establish CLC’s first missional community.  

In so doing, a missional church both pursues and welcomes sinners as they are drawn 
into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. The greater purpose in all of this is that the 
earth will be covered with people who are saved, filled with the Holy Spirit, love God, 
and worship of Him in spirit and in truth. 

A missional church believes that we are more than just a collection of individuals, but 
that we are a community called together by God both to love Him and serve Him. 

Do you hear Jesus calling you? 

A missional church is concerned with more than maintaining programs for existing 
members; we are called to mobilize its people both individually and as a community to 
daily self-sacrifice for the hurting world around them.  

A missional church is both inwardly strong and outwardly focused. We must become 
more outward focused, and not selfishly focused inward. 

A missional church perceives that the essence of these things is the essence of its exist-
ence. Therefore, a missional church will constantly seek to reevaluate itself as to whether 
or not its emphasis, organization, and activity effectively position the church in obedi-
ence to God in His mission. 

Let’s do this! 

Therefore, beloved of Christ Lutheran Church, “Now all things are of God, who has rec-
onciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you 
on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  2 Corinthians 5:18-21  
(NKJV) 

In the coming months, we are going to move forward in following Jesus who had three 
great loves and thus three distinct dimensions of His life: 1) UP: deep and connected re-
lationship to His Father and attentiveness to the leading of the Holy Spirit; 2)  IN: con-
stant investment in the relationships with those around him (His disciples); and 3) 
 OUT: entering the brokenness of the world, looking for a response individually 
(people transformed by Jesus Christ) and in our community (transformed systems of sec-
ular injustices and evil).  

Lovingly, selflessly, intentionally, and missionally.  

This is OPERATION: MISSIONAL. 

May God bless the rest of your summer. Fall is looking very busy – if the Lord tarries. 
However, He is coming very soon. We have a lot to do! 

In Christ’s Love, 
 

 

 

Pastor Gary DeSha 
 



 3 

 

August Mission of the Month  

Lutheran Bible Translators 

Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) has been bringing the Scriptures to people 
without the Bible for 50 years. An independent Lutheran mission organization, 
their missionary efforts are funded completely by the generous donations of 
churches and individuals.  

Starting in Liberia and Sierra Leone, they have grown to 78 missionaries serving in 17 countries on 5 
continents. LBT missionaries, working with local churches and partners, have helped translate over 30 
New Testaments, making God’s Word available to more than 7 million people. But there are still more 
than 4,000 languages in the world have no portion of the Scriptures translated into their language. This 
represents over 350 million people.  

As people use, study, and share Scripture, their lives are transformed through God’s grace and the Holy 
Spirit. LBT believe all people should have the opportunity to understand God’s Good News as presented 
in the Scriptures. No language or cultural barrier should prevent people from having access to God’s 
Word. 

Please prayerfully consider a donation to this month’s chosen mission. You may make checks payable to 
Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued support in our mission “To know Christ and to 
make Him known.” 

 

Ministry of Reconciliation exists to present the message of the 
Gospel through word and deed.  

The Ministry of Reconciliation is raising support to go out into 
our community and across the country to preach the gospel. 
They are also partnering with Ruby’s Pantry to meet physical 
needs in the areas they go to as well as ministering to spiritual 
needs. Their desire is to work with local churches wherever they 
go to connect people to the church and create an opportunity for 
continued discipleship after they have gone. 

Their prayer is to reach people with the gospel and bring hope to 
our world. 

If you wish to donate to Ministry of Reconciliation please make 
checks payable to “Ministry of Reconciliation” and send to: 

Pastor Kenny Hale 

5822 Fairfield Dr 

Duluth MN  55810 

You can also send your donations to the church. 

New Message Series "Hope Is Here" begins August 29, 2021  

We beg you on behalf of Christ,  

be reconciled to God, 

2 Corinthians 5:20 
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Dear CLC Duluth Family & Friends, 

 

“What is Really Important Right Now?”  

 

When I sit down to write to you each month, I don’t usually struggle so much in what to share. Howev-

er, I have been undecided for nearly two days; undecided because I want to say what is most needful, 

helpful, and timely from the Holy Spirit. My prayer to God for you is a question, “What is really important 

right now for us to hear?” There are two passages of scripture that I have been pondering. Let’s read 

them out loud together and then focus on a few important ideas. 

 

Philippians 2:1-4 (Paul is speaking here from prison to the saints in Philippi) 

[1] So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 

affection and sympathy, [2] complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. [3] Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves.  

[4] Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

 

Verse 1 has always been confusing to me. This is what goes through my mind…is there any encour-

agement in Christ? Well, of course, there is! So why does Paul start with “so if”? Is there any comfort 

from love? Of course! And again, do we enjoy fellowship in the Holy Spirit? Yes! What about affection 

and compassion from God and other Christians? Again, yes, of course! Why do you keep asking such 

obvious questions, Paul? 

 

Paul is asking these obvious questions to make a point, to 

get our attention, to cause the very inner conversation I just 

shared with you. Paul wants us to say to ourselves “of 

course” to prepare us to respond rightly to the positive and 

negative commands that follow. Do this, Christians, and don’t 

do that! Now we are in the right mindset to smack ourselves 

on the forehead and say “of course”! What is Paul telling us 

to do and not to do? 

 

The Positive Command: Paul tells us to purposefully and de-

liberately be like-minded, to love each other like God loves us, to 

be united in spirit and one in Christ with all our desires.  And our response should be “of course”! 

 

The Negative Command: Paul tells us to do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit. When I looked up 

the Greek word translated in the ESV as selfish ambition I was surprised; it’s “eritheia” which means a 

self-seeking partisan or fractious spirit, the selfish pursuit of political office, or putting oneself forward 

for a self-serving purpose. We  aren’t supposed to use political maneuvering to promote ourselves or 

our selfish desires as Christians; we must reject conceit and empty pride, and consider others more im-

portant than ourselves. And our response should be “of course”! Now let’s look at what Jesus says 

here. 
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Matthew 16:24-27 

[24] Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 

his cross and follow me. [25] For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

my sake will find it. [26] For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or 

what shall a man give in return for his soul? 

 

As you read these verses, ask yourself these questions I’m pondering.  

• How [often] do I seek to save my life?  

• When do I put God and others before my own interests? 

• Have I sought to gain worldly things?  

• Have I forfeited my soul?  

• What can I pay to get my soul back? 

• Am I faithfully following Jesus? 

 

 

August is traditionally the month for vacations, for rest, re-

freshment, and a reset before we prepare for another year 

of work, school, sports, and responsibilities. As you enjoy 

August, take time to rest in the Lord and ask Him to give 

you the grace to walk in the truth of these two profound 

and challenging scripture passages. Blessings for a beauti-

ful August! 

 

 

BELOVED APPRENTICE IN AUGUST 

I am so thankful for our special times of Bible Study, friendship and prayer each month with “Beloved 
Apprentice.” Remember all women are invited and you can join in anytime. 

ONLINE Tuesday August 17 at 6:30pm by email invite on Google Meet 

IN PERSON STUDY Wednesday August 18 at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall 

 

CLC FOOD SHARE 

Thank you for your generous donations and volunteer service for the CLC Food Share. We will contin-

ue sharing groceries with school district families the third Wednesday of each month this summer. Au-

gust grocery packing is Tuesday 8/17/21. Food share distribution is Wednesday 8/18/21 from 11:30am 

- 12:30pm. See you there! 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Sue 

320-815-1561 

suedesha@gmail.com 
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Financial Update 

June Income $19,975.00      
June Expenses $11,576.41  

 
   Monthly income was over expenses  

by $8,398.59 
 

YTD Income $75,557.00       
YTD Expenses $68,751.02 

 
YTD income was over expenses  

by $6,805.98 
 

June Mission: KDNW $595.00 
 
  

 

 

Jeff Yeager August 26 

August Ushers & Trustees 

August 1  

Ushers: Grace Wells & Jim Carlson 

Trustees: Laurie & Laura 

August 8 

Ushers: Keith Youngren & Mark Youngren 
Trustees: Jim & Laurie 

August 15 

Ushers: Bill & Jan Arezzo 
Trustees: Bill & Grace 

August 22 

Ushers: Wendy Pickar & Jim Carlson 
Trustees: Wendy & Jim 

August 29 

Ushers: Ouitdee Carson & Zach Carson 
Trustees: Laurie & Laura 

If you have a conflict with these dates, please 
contact Jim Carlson at 343-6755 

August Maintenance Report 
 

It’s hard to believe that August is just around the corner. Our Memorial Gardens are loving the warm weather. 

The ladies from the Esther Circle have sure been a blessing. A big thank you to Grace and her husband Bruce for 

pulling all the weeds out of the rocks by the fountain. Looks so nice! A big Kudos to Jim Carlson for his mowing 

and trimming!  

The sidewalk at the west upper entrance (parking lot side) has been removed and replaced. It turned out very 

nice. A continuing gentle reminder that the pavement at the lower entrance door is uneven, so, PLEASE WATCH 

YOUR STEP!  

I have a call into Arrowhead to complete the window work at the parsonage.  

Benson Electric emailed to let us know the surge protectors they ordered are still on backorder. They are going 

to try another vendor. These are for our main power supply and subpanels.  

There was a leaking tailpipe under the kitchen sink that has been fixed.  

Our elevator had its inspection and it was recommended that we replace the controller battery.  

Our custodian Gary continues to do a great job cleaning and disinfecting for us. We appreciate another set of 

eyes to let us know what needs attention. We as a church have been blessed! 

Hope you’re all enjoying your summer!   

God’s blessings on you!   

 

Carolyn 
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THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS: 

Ruth Dahl Barb Hanson Mary Jenny 

Carol Johnson Evelyn Johnson Mark Malander 

Florence Kubiak The Lund Family Donna Swanson 

Brian McDonald Carol Schramm                                  Eli Miletich 

Judy Stocke Ruth Peterson Darlene Saaf 

Del Sandberg Carol Sogard Jane McLean 

Kathy Stevens   Tom & Marlene Stauber  Bob & Barb Johnson 

Carol Schneeberger            Linda Anthony (Dick McLean’s Daughter)                              

Pastor Jerry Albert  

If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office. We apologize for any oversights. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR…. 

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,  anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.          
James 5:14 

Our Pastor & the Leadership of the Church 
All of our students from pre-school to college 

Our Country, Military & Police 
The teachers and students at all schools 

Mission of the Month: Lutheran Bible Translators 
Persecuted Christians throughout the world 

The steadfastness of our faith 
Lutheran Vicar Mwavu Ronald and his 2 churches:  

St. John's Lutheran Church,  
Nankandulo, Kamuli, Uganda 
 St. Paul's Lutheran Church,  

Buluva, Namendwa, Uganda 

Christ Lutheran Church Duluth  Christ Lutheran Church Duluth  

Sunday services are livestreamed on our Facebook page: 

Christ Lutheran Church Duluth at 9:30 AM 

You can also log onto our website clcduluth.org 

A Memorial Service for Don Johnson will be 
held at Christ Lutheran on Saturday, August 7 

Visitation 1 PM 

Service at 2 PM  

 

(Please, no flowers, cards, or gifts, your     
presence will be comforting for the family) 


