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Moving the Camp
In the Hands of the Reﬁner

"Every one of the children of Israel shall camp by his own standard, beside the emblems of his father's
house; they shall camp some distance from the tabernacle of meeting.” Numbers 2:2. "And the tabernacle of
meeting shall move out with the camp of the Levites in the middle of the camps; as they camp, so they shall
move out, everyone in his place, by their standards.” Numbers 2:17
The tabernacle, where the sacrifices were made, and the presence of the Lord was; the camp of the Levites, was to break up after this in the midst of the camps (i.e., of the other tribes). “As they encamp, so shall
they break up,” that is to say, with Levi (the priests) in the midst of the tribes, “every man in his place, according to his standard, (flag or banner).” Israel had to move and move as the Lord instructed them.
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We all move. We have to move sometime. Sometimes we have to move.
We move somewhere close, or to somewhere far away. We move somewhere else.
We move to the mountains. We move to the sea. We move to the lake. We move
across town. We move from town to town; city to city, State to State. Some move
across the Country. Some move across the World. God’s Word says, “for in Him
we live and move and have our being” Acts 17:28a In Him, in God, in Jesus Christ,
we move. What does it mean to move? Move means: a change of position that does
not entail a change of location; the act of deciding to do something; change residence, affiliation, or place of employment; to perform a non-translational motion
(i.e., movement that is not uniform or not without rotation), etc. All of these are
definitions of the word “move.” Sue and I have moved our camp. We just finished
moving from Deerfield Town Homes to the parish house or parsonage. The renovations at the parish house are almost complete. Sue and I, mostly Sue, will try to
decide where we are going to place our things into their new locations within the
parish house. There are exciting times ahead!
Do we consider praying to God about our moves? Sue and I prayed a lot
when we were moving. Consider this: What moves am I going to take today, relating to work, relating to my relationships, relating to my walk with God? What
moves am I going to make today? How am I going to move “in the Spirit” today?
What or who is going to be on my mind? What will I be praying about today?
How will I study God’s Word today?
Do you know that we derive strength to move from God; we are in constant and absolute dependence upon God. There is no idea of dependence more
striking than that we owe to Him the ability to perform the slightest motion, the
slightest movement. Sue mentioned today that God enabled us to move – not just
“moving our household goods,” but the ability to move our bodies! Our bodies
moved swiftly until after 5 miles or more of walking and lifting they could barely
move; however, God gave us rest and Advil! We are dependent upon God for everything.
What I am writing about are those internal movements of the mind, heart,
and spirit. Acts 17:28a means that the feelings of men are acted on by God, who
speaks to the heart, if men will but listen. The natural life which we live is from
God; and we are supported in it by Him. From Him we have all the comforts and
blessings of life; and all movement, whether external or internal, of body, mind, or
spirit are of God. Our movements are not without the continuance of His providence, and our strength comes from Him. Even though disorder and irregularity
hinder these movements, if they become sinful, are of ourselves, or of the devil; our
being, our existence, the preservation of our lives, and continuance in the faith, are
all owed to the power and providence of God. “Where can I go from Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I
make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and
Your right hand shall hold me.” Psalm 139:7-10 When we move, God is behind that
movement. Thanks be to God!
"But we all, with uncovered face, are reflecting the glory of the Lord, the same image being transformed from glory unto glory, just as proceeding from the Lord
who is the Spirit." In 2 Corinthians 3:18 Paul describes here another type of movement. We are moving from glory to glory being changed into the image of God’s
Son, Jesus the Messiah. Christians undergo a transformation. Romans 12:2 says,
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
(continued on page 3)
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your mind...” Romans 8:29 says we are, “predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son...” This movement
is performed upon us by God. The word conformed here in Romans 8:29 means, “the gradual change in us till
we acquire the likeness of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, so that we ourselves will ultimately have the family
likeness of sons of God.” It is a glorious destiny! So, this movement performed by God upon is begins with
metamorphoo to change into another form and then summorphous, to become similar to Jesus Christ. God initiates the transformation and the process the Holy Spirit works in us is the conformation. Therefore, conformation of the saints to the image of the Lord Jesus was for the purpose that He, the Lord Jesus, "might be the
firstborn among many brethren." Jesus is shown, acknowledged to be, and glorified as, the Son of God,
preeminent among those who are by adoption through Him, sons of God. This is the further end of our election, and regarding Jesus Christ: His glorification in us, as our elder Brother and Head.
Why do we move? To get from one place to another. To change positions on the couch. To put the dog bowl
somewhere else so I won’t step on it. To change the job, I’m tired of. To make a change to my life for the better. To exercise my body. To commit my life completely to Jesus Christ as His disciple, loving God with all
my heart, soul, mind, and strength, and my neighbor as myself. So, disciple, follow Jesus, be intentional in
your learning, move forward in the power of the Holy Spirit, and listen to the words of the Apostle Paul in
Philippians 3:12-14, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay
hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things
which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” Beloved,
move to God; move with God; and move for God. He is your light and your salvation; your Rock and your
Provider; your Healer and your Sustainer.
Have a wonderful September!
Pastor Gary

Sunday services are still livestreamed on our Facebook page:
Christ Lutheran Church Duluth at 9:30 AM

Christ Lutheran Church Duluth

Christ Lutheran Church Duluth

MN Adult & Teen Challenge will be at the church on
Sunday morning, October 18 at 9:30 AM.

Drive-thru communion
services at Christ Lutheran Church
will be held on the
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.
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“TEAM KATHY S.”
Dear Church Family,
The Duluth area will be holding its annual “Walk to End Alzheimer’s” on
September 12. Due to COVID, this will be a “virtual walk”. Gary and I have
a soft spot in our hearts for this organization and have volunteered to help
for a few years now. As many of you know, our dear Kathy Stevens is suffering the affects of Alzheimer’s and is now living in Beehive Homes on Trinity
Road. Her disease is progressing. You may also recall that Gary’s Dad, Marvin Lofald, also passed away from
this disease. I am sure this disease has also touched many of you in one form or another and even within your
own family. With the blessing of Pastor and our deacons, and as we do not have a chance to see all of you
face-to-face to ask you personally, we thought it would be a nice gesture to ask you to do a virtual walk or
just donate to the cause if you would like, no pressure! If you would like to participate, please follow the directions listed below:
You may go to the website and register at: http://act.alz.org/goto/TeamKathyS - You have an option to donate to the team or join the team individually and donate by credit card. If you join individually, you may ask
others to donate under your name to build your donations.
Or, if you prefer, make your check payable to the Alzheimer's Association and place in the collection plate or
mail in to church. I registered our team under Christ Lutheran Church. Your donation will be kept separate
from regular giving and you will get a direct acknowledgement from the Alzheimer's Association for your
records. Check donations will be accepted through the end of September. Website donations will be accepted through the end of the year.
If you have questions, please give us a call 722-8392.
Blessings,
Carolyn & Gary

MAINTENANCE UPDATE
Just a quick update on the progress at the parsonage. Carpet was removed and the laminate floors have been
installed in the living and dining room and also the hallway between the bedrooms. It really looks nice. Smells
way better now that the carpet has been removed. We also removed carpet from the two upstairs bedrooms.
It was a nice surprise to have the hardwood floors in those two rooms. Painting is coming right along. So
thankful that Judi and Gary, our custodian have been willing to help with this endeavor. They are great painters! We had a few new ceiling lights installed and updated the lighting in the upstairs bathroom. Pastor and
Sue have moved all of their items into the parsonage and will get settled in when they get back from their vacation. Thanks again to Jim Carlson for keeping the lawns looking so nice and to Sandy for her gardening help
and the volunteers from the Esther Circle. So thankful for the dedication of those that keep our church running and functioning as normal as possible during this time of COVID. May God continue to bless us and
keep the virus away!
Blessings,
Carolyn
PS: Just want to put it on our radar that October 11, is Pastor Appreciation Day!
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SEPTEMBER 2020
Dear CLC Family,
A FEW WORDS ABOUT PRAYER
As I pray about “everything” and seek to pray without ceasing, I have also been learning how Chris*ans in
diﬀerent *mes and places have communed with God through prayer.
Dietrich Bonhoeﬀer, Lutheran minister and professor who was executed by the Nazis in 1945, wrote an enduring book about Chris*an community called Life Together. In his chapter “The Day With Others” he directs
our a7en*on to the prayers of the Psalter (the book of Psalms in the Bible). The Psalter is unique because it
is ﬁlled with the worship and prayers of men while simultaneously being God’s Word. Does this mean God
prays to himself?
Yes! With holy insight, Bonhoeﬀer helps us remember that Jesus Christ is the man of prayer, the heavenly
intercessor who prays for us, the one who teaches us how to pray, and the God who receives and answers
our prayers. Open your Bible this September to the center of the book to read the Psalms; hear the prayers
of your brothers from ancient days, lean into our God who understands every need and weakness, and let
your communion with Father, Son, & Holy Spirit grow.
HARVEST HOUSE-WARMING - SAVE THE DATE!
Please join Pastor Gary and me at 2409 Ensign Street on Saturday,
October 10th from 10:00-2:00pm to see the parsonage updates,
enjoy some delicious fall treats, drink some coﬀee and spiced cider,
and fellowship with us in our new home!
SEPTEMBER COMMUNITY FOOD SHARE
We will be distribu*ng groceries to school families the fourth Wednesday of every month. Grocery packing
on Tuesday evenings the day before. September Food Share packing on Tuesday 9/22 at 6:30pm and distribu*on on Wednesday 9/23 from 11:30am - 12:30pm.
CLC YOUTH FALL START 9/16/20
Let’s get cerebral?!? All youth from 7-12th grade are invited to meet in The LoM with me on Wednesdays
from 5-6pm for our Bible Study on “The Chris*an Mind.”
CONFIRMATION
Conﬁrma*on classes also resume on September 16th. Students will meet with Pastor Gary Wednesdays from
4-5pm.

Sue
320-815-1561 / suedesha@gmail.com
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September Mission of the Month: Gideons

The Gideons International is an Association of Christian business
and professional men and their wives dedicated to telling people
about Jesus through sharing personally and by providing Bibles
and New Testaments. While they are known worldwide for their
work with hotels, they predominantly share Scriptures in schools
and colleges, prisons and jails, hospitals, and medical oﬃces.
Nearly half of the world’s population lives on less than $2 per
day. For these people, purchasing a Bible or a New Testament
would be impossible. With the help of the Gideons, these people
receive a copy of God’s Word in their language, at no charge.
Distributing copies of God’s Word allows people to read the
truth of God’s love for themselves. It also provides a continuing
witness after the Gideon leaves and makes it possible for people
to grow in their faith.
To date, the Gideons have placed 1.9 billion Scriptures and are on
their way to 2 billion with your support. Follow them on that
journey as The Gideons partner with churches anywhere, to
reach the unreached everywhere.
Please prayerfully consider a donation to this month’s chosen
mission. You may make checks payable to Christ Lutheran
Church. Thank you for your continued support in our mission “To
know Christ and to make Him known.”

Diane Malander
September 13
Kelly Carson
September 19
Gayle Maruska
September 20
Eli Miletich
September 23
Sandy Carlson
September 24
Cindy Kent
September 29

Financial Update
Dear devoted members of CLC, 2020 has certainly been a challenging year and we are grateful for your continuing prayers and
financial support for your church. The council has been working
hard to keep expenses down and the Paycheck Protection Loan has helped to carry
us through the summer. Offering amounts have dipped over the summer as they
typically do, but now more than in the past. Please continue your support either by
mailing your offering envelope, dropping it off in the office, or dropping off when
you come for communion in the parking lot.
July Income: $7,868.01
July Expenses: $12,955.27
July Income $5,087.26 under expenses
YTD Income: $94,754.87 YTD Expenses: $113,917.00
YTD income $19,162.13 under expenses
July Missions: Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry: $964.50 & Women’s Life Care Center: $42.50
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:21
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PLEASE PRAY FOR….
Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.
James 5:14

Our Pastor & the Leadership of the Church
CLC Lighthouse & CLC Clubhouse- kids & leaders
All of our students from pre-school to college
Mission of the Month: The Gidons
Our Country, Military & Police

The teachers and students at all schools
Persecuted Christians throughout the world
Piedmont Elementary
The steadfastness of our faith

THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS:
Vi Boder

Jane McLean

Ruth Peterson

Bob Johnson

Jean Sundstrom

Ruth Dahl

Mary Jenny

Katie Lund

Carol Schramm

Kathy Stevens

Susan Johnson

Florence Kubiak

Marlene Stauber

Judy Stocke

Evelyn Johnson

Laura Melander

Carol Johnson

Bryan Goeppinger

Dennis Peterson

Carol Blair

Donna Swanson & Family

Mark Malander

Barb Hanson

Darlene Saaf

Diane Malander

Brian McDonald

Del Sandberg

If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office. We apologize for any oversights.

Ruth Dahl would love to hear from her friends!
Her address is:
Ruth Dahl
22300 Denmark Ave #16
Farmington MN 55024

Dear Christ Lutheran Church,
Many thanks to your congregation for your recent contribution
and the ongoing support that you have given for the work of St.
Timothy Society, specifically at this time the continuous efforts of
Rev. Thomas Aadland at the seminary in Matongo, Kenya.
God bless and preserve you and all the saints at Christ Lutheran.
Sincerely,
Jim Boldt, Treasurer
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