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Christ Lutheran Church is in the process of a mod‐
ern transformation! By the time this newsletter 
reaches you, we will have celebrated and re‐
dedicated Christ Lutheran Church to worship, the 
ministry of the Gospel, missions, the discipleship of 
believers, and the correct administration of the Sac‐
raments – all to the glory of God. God has blessed 
this congregation with many blessings. What I hear 
God telling us is that we must submit ourselves to 
the transformation of the Holy Spirit. How are we 
transformed?  
We are told in 2 Corinthians 3:18 that, “all of us, with 

unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though 

reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another; for 

this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.” 
“For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of His Son, in order that 

He might be the firstborn within a large family.” Ro‐
mans 8:29 
Our transformation enables us to be of service to 
God in bringing the Good News of the forgiveness 
of sins, life and salvation to a lost and dying world. 
A recent Pew Research Center study has identified 
some interesting facts: 
1. Atheists, agnostics, Jews, and Mormons score 
higher in religious knowledge and outperform 
Protestant Christians on questions about the core 
teachings and history of Christianity. 
2. Those identifying themselves as “Christian” 
shrunk from 78% to 70% – a drop of 8% points in just 
seven years. Meanwhile, those calling themselves 
atheist, non‐religious, or simply unaffiliated rose 
from 16% to almost 23%. 
3. Almost 60% of our youth leave their churches as 
young adults – many joining the growing number of 

the so‐called “nones,” those who profess no adher‐
ence to any faith whatsoever. 
What can we at Christ Lutheran Church do? We 
must do what we believe, teach and confess! 
1. To preach and teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
period. Nothing added to it, or taken away from it. 
2. To preach and teach the Law of God, period. 
Nothing added to it, or taken away from it. 
3. To preach and teach repentance from sin and 
faith toward God through Jesus Christ alone. 
4. To preach and teach belief in the inerrancy, infalli‐
bility, inspiration and authority of God’s Word (the 
66 books of the Old and New Testaments) – the Bi‐
ble. 
5. To teach her followers of Jesus Christ, their family 
and children what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ and why it matters. 
6. To teach followers of Jesus Christ what the Chris‐
tian faith is and that it is important to know and un‐
derstand what they believe, and why. 
7. To preach and teach about the Person and work 
of the Holy Spirit, i.e., being filled with the Holy Spir‐
it, and the continuation of the gifts (manifestations) 
of the Holy Spirit; the gifts God gives for the equip‐
ping and building up of the Body of Christ. 
8. To preach and teach how God has arranged the 
Body of Christ (the local church); how He has de‐
fined its leadership; and how the Body of Christ (the 
local church) should function in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
9. To support her members by assembling together 
for worship, ministry, and fellowship. We are ex‐
horted in God’s Word to always assemble for wor‐
ship, because it is the evidence that we care, love, 
and work for one another and our community.  
                                                        (Continued on page 5) 

A Modern Transformation 



Every Month: 
 
Join us for prayer  
Every Tuesday at Noon 
 
Every Wed. at 6:30 PM     
Adult Bible Study 
 
Mary Circle  
First Thursday of each 
month at 9:30 AM 
 
Esther Circle  
First Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 PM 
 
Dorcas Circle 
Second Monday of each 
month at1:00 PM 
 
Lutherans for Life 
Second Sunday of each 
month at 6:30 PM 
 
Council Meeting 
Second Thursday  of 
each month at 6:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ Lutheran 

Church  

2415 Ensign St. 

Duluth, MN  55811 

clcduluth.org 

 
Pastor Gary DeSha 
320-237-7448 
pastor@clcduluth.org 
 
Church Office:  
218-722-7537 
church@clcduluth.org 
 

President:  

Ouitdee Carson 

V.P.: Carolyn Lofald 

Ushers & Greeters 

October 6  

Ushers: Bill & Jan Arezzo; Jim & Gayle Maruska 
Greeter: Chuck & Lowaine Morris 

October 13 

Ushers: Mike & Wendy Pickar; Jim Carlson; David Wood 
Greeter: Norma Johnson 

October 20 

Ushers: Mike & Pam Wendling; Carolyn Lofald; Grace Wells 
Greeter: Volunteers 

October 27 

Ushers:  Jim & Gayle Maruska; Keith Youngren; Mark Youngren 
Greeter: Marge Youngren 

Coffee Servers: 

October 6:  Volunteers 

October 13: CLC Lighthouse Youth 

October 20: Council Group K 

October 27:  Esther Circle 

October 2019 Serving Schedule 

Trustees: 

October 6: Sandy & Laura 

October 13:  Jim & Wendy 

October 20:  Grace & Bill 

October 27:  Sandy & Laura 

 

Do you need a ride to or from church?  

Please call the office if you are in need of     
transportation, it would be a blessing for  

someone to be able to help! 

Office: 218‐722‐7537 

Duluth: Charter Ch.180 -  

Sat. @ 9AM & 9PM; Sun. @ 7AM 

Superior: SCMC 180 -  

Sun. @ 10:00am; Wed. @ 6:00pm  

Hermantown: MediaCom Ch. 7 -  

Sun. @ 8AM   Thur. @ 2 PM   Sat. @ 8 AM  

PACT  Televised Services 

CLC Services are now on our own 

YouTube channel!  

Go to YouTube and look for  

Christ Lutheran Church Duluth.  

Services are added each week. 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Messengers will be available to pick up at church, any newsletters not picked up after 2 
Sundays will be mailed.  They will also be emailed. If you have not received an email copy 
and you have an email address, please contact the church office: church@clcduluth.org to 
be on the list. 

• Adult Bible Study meets Sunday at 11:15 AM. 

• Bible study meets every Wed. at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.   
• Join us for prayer every Tuesday at 12:00 in the Fireside Room.  
• Upcoming TAALC Events -  

10/17/19  West Great Lakes Regional Conference in St. Paul, MN 
10/27‐10/31 2019 Annual Pastor’s Conference in St. Paul, MN 

• MN Adult & Teen Challenge will be our mission of the month for October.  They will also 
be  singing and giving testimonials at our church service on Sunday morning, October 28.                      

      Esther Circle will be serving a brunch that morning.  

• Gary & Carolyn Lofald have 4 seats available at their table for the MN Teen Challenge Gala, 
Thursday, October 17 at the DECC. Please call Gary or Carolyn (722‐8392) if you are   inter‐
ested in attending this event.   

 

   Notice: 

The Annual Congregational meeting will be Oct. 16, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

We will be voting on the budget for 2020 and electing officers for next year’s Church Council. 

The Youth will be serving Spaghe+i Supper at 5:15 PM. 

Please have your group reports to the office by Fri., Oct. 11. 

Your report does not need to be long, but should include a summary of the years’ activities 

and a year end financial statement. Thank you. 

Pastor 

Deacons 

Trustees 

Dorcas Circle 

Esther Circle 

Mary Circle 

Evangelism Committee 

Father/Daughter Ball      
Committee 

Library 

Maintenance 

Open Arms Daycare 

Sunday School 

The Following Groups need to submit an annual report by Friday, October 11 

Fields of Faith is coming up fast!  

Wed., Oct 9 is right around the corner and Northeast MN FCA will again be hosting Fields of Faith 
(FOF) in Duluth, Wednesday October 9th 8pm at Public Schools Stadium. The target audience for FOF 
are high school age students but we encourage the whole community to come out and support the 

students in attendance.  Fields of Faith is a student led event.  Students invite, pray for, share with, and 
challenge their peers to read the Bible and follow Jesus Christ.  An athletic field provides a neutral ral‐

ly point where a community can come together. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR…. 

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,  

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.     James 5:14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office. We apologize for any oversights. 

 

 

Our Pastor & the Leadership of the Church 
CLC Lighthouse & CLC Clubhouse‐ kids & leaders 
All of our students from pre‐school to college 
Open Arms Daycare 
Mission of the Month: MN Adult & Teen Challenge 

Our Country, Military & Police 
The teachers and students at all schools 
Persecuted Christians throughout the world 
Piedmont Elementary  
The steadfastness of our faith 

Judy Stocke Jean Sundstrom Shirley Randa 

Kathleen Randa Katie Lund Russell & Carol Schramm 

Bryan Goeppinger Susan Johnson Ruth Dahl 

Brian MacDonald Gerald & Aletha Bartels Florence Kubiak 

Vi Boder Carol Johnson Diane Malander 

Shirley Kern Kaylea Guddeck Mary Jenny 

Dennis Peterson Carol Blair Marlene Stauber 

Bill & Jane McLean Darlene Saaf Mark Malander 

Melanie Saeland Evelyn Johnson  

   

   

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 

We so appreciate your wonderful start to our new 

year! We loved the devotional and being prayed for! 

We love knowing that you are praying for us and for 

our children! We felt so loved and cared for. 

Please tell your quilters how delighted we were with all 

their hard work and how we treasure our baskets! We realize all the 

work that goes into such a wonderful gift for so many! 

Please tell your outreach people thank you so much for tall the treats for 

us and for our students. Tell them that they were all such wonderful, 

thoughtful gifts! 

We realize in this day and age that it took courage to do what you did. 

Thank you again for making such a big effort and spending so much mon‐

ey on us! You really touched our hearts. 

You  made the start of our year so special. 

Thank you again! 

Piedmont Elementary School Teachers 



Happy October everyone! 
It’s been a soggy fall. Little Addy has started singing You Are My Sunshine to us on 
rainy days. That has really helped. She is so sweet.  
Our daylight is less each day. It’s not light yet when I drive to daycare in the morning.  
This morning the sun was just starting to rise and there was a tiny orange line just above the lake. It 
matched some of incredible orange leaves on the trees. I always feel blessed when I get a glimpse of a 
sunrise. The beginning of a new and glorious day that the Lord has given to us. Just when we think we 
have had too many foggy, rainy days the Lord blesses us with wonderful warm sunshine. We have so very 
much to be thankful for. 
We are so blessed that the Lord is our light and our salvation. 
God is light, in Him there is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5 

This month we will be singing This Little Light of Mine, Children of the Living God, Five Little Pumpkins, and 
Deep and Wide. 
We will be celebrating Tyler’s second birthday. We will also be having a Pumpkin Party and we will be 
making pumpkin bread. We will be filling shoeboxes again for Operation Christmas Child and also having 
a sock drive to help keep cold feet warm and cozy. 
The kids have been saying some pretty cute things. Here are just a few... 
There is one little girl who doesn’t really like to help clean up the toys so now she says, “I will do it in 
three minutes or on Tuesday.” 
Joshua was exceptionally great at helping one day. I thanked him and told him and his mom that he was 
the best helper ever. The next day I thanked him again for being the best helper and he came up to me 
and whispered in my ear, “Jesus is our best helper.” 
Cora told her mom one night that when we go to Heaven we can’t take our things with us. But that’s 
okay she said “We won’t need them there.” 
Many thanks to Sue for reading to the children each week. We really look forward to your visits and ap‐
preciate your praying with us,  too. Thank you Judi for all your help and kindness. You’re great! Many 
thanks to Grace and Carolyn and Laurie. We are so thankful for all of you and all you do for the daycare. 
Big blessings to all of you! 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him so that you may overflow with hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.     Romans 15:13 
 
Mary Jo 

(A Modern Transformation... continued from page 1) 

“And let us keep paying attention to one another, in order to spur each other on to love and good deeds, not 

neglecting our own congregational meetings, as some have made a practice of doing, but, rather, encourag‐

ing each other. And let us do this all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 54:68‐25 

At Christ Lutheran Church we must seek to do just that. Let us make the necessary commitment to trans‐
formation. It is time to take a sound biblical stand for God, Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. Let us 
come together, from ashes to renewal. Join us, help us, fellowship with us, support us. Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

Pastor Gary 



Eligibility and Duties of Officers 

Only a voting member of the congregation shall be eligible to serve as an officer.  We recognize that 
officers in the church exist not for their own sake, but for the sake of better serving the ministrations 
of the Gospel. Those who are elected to positions of responsibility shall lovingly serve the church, 
strive to positively lift up the church in service and in prayer, and conduct themselves in a decent and 
orderly manner. (1 Corinthians 14:1, 12, 40).  

Also, it is incumbent upon those who have been called to be office‐bearers in His Church to lead a life 
worthy of the calling. They shall be of good nature, by word and example, and continue to hold forth 
the qualification for service as stated in Scripture. (Acts 6:2‐6; Ephesians 4:1‐7; I Timothy 3:8‐10; Titus 
1:5‐9). 

1. The president shall preside over all congregational and church council meetings and shall ex‐
ercise leadership in the ministry of the church. 

2. The vice‐president shall preside in the absence of the president, shall assist the president in 
exercising leadership in the program of the church, and oversee the performance of the custodian, 
and overseeing the maintenance of the church building. 

3. The treasurer shall have custody of all funds of the congregation. The treasurer shall receive and 
disburse such funds in accordance with the decisions of the congregation, Board of Trustees 
and/or the Church Council. The treasurer shall submit a statement of church finances at council 
meetings and the annual congregational meeting, and participate in budget preparation.  

The Board of Deacons 

2. The duties and responsibilities of the board of deacons shall be to assist the pastor in providing 
spiritual leadership for the congregation and in guiding the work, witness, worship, and service of 
the congregation. The deacons assist with communion and also visit the shut‐ins of the church. 

The Board of Trustees 

2. The duties and responsibilities of the board of trustees shall be to have charge of the general 
management of all matters relating to legal and corporate affairs and to supervise the mainte‐
nance of the properties of the congregation. The president and the vice‐president shall sign all 
legal documents.   

The duties and responsibilities of the church council shall be to: 

a) Have general oversight of the life and work of the congregation and to coordinate the activi‐
ties of the boards and committees of the congregation. 

b) Confirm the roster of the voting members of the congregation when deemed necessary. 

  

 

Please prayerfully consider if the Lord would have you serve as a member of the Christ Lutheran 
Church Council as President, Vice‐President, Treasurer, Deacon, or Trustee. Please contact one of the 
nominating committee members ‐ Ouitdee Carson, Carolyn Lofald, Jim Carlson, or Gary Lofald if you 
are interested . 



DISCIPLESHIP OUTFITTERS UPDATE  

Fall Greetings in the name of our Lord!  

Some days are stormy and others are bright and crisp, but every day is a day to bless a child starting with 
our own. My children and grandchildren are far away, but I think of them often, I miss them intensely, and 
I pray for them. Sometimes I am praying that God will bring a person into their lives who will share the 
love of Christ with them, someone who can bless them with the Good News in my place since I can’t be 
with them all the time. Some of you may be praying the same a way for your children and grandchildren.  

 

I want to encourage you to also reach out to children who aren’t your own, those who are close by that 
aren’t family. Please invite a child to Sunday School or a family to church; your own, your grandchildren, a 
neighbor, even someone you see far off and just know they need encouragement and love. 

 

We will be ready each Wednesday and Sunday to help your children and grandchildren grow in grace and 
truth, and we will be ready to receive visitors who need Jesus! 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

10/13/19 9:30 am Principal Beth Shermoen will be  
                             with us for Sunday Worship to  
                             share about our special neighbors  
                             at Piedmont Elementary! 
 

10/16/19 5:30 pm  Youth are serving the Spaghetti              
                             Dinner for the Annual Meeting ‐ all  
                             Youth should arrive at 4:30 pm to set‐up 

 

Wednesdays  CLC Lighthouse for grades 7‐12 meets 
                             at 6:30 pm. Bible Study is about our 
                             Identity and Purpose in Christ 

 

Sundays  CLC Clubhouse Sunday School for           
                              grades 1‐6 (officially) but anyone un
                             der 30 who wants to join in is welcome
   ENGAGE with our whole church family 
                             at 11:00 am EXPLORE and EXPRESS           
                             at 11:15 am 

How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 

With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 

I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.  

Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes! 
 

Psalm 119:9-12 



FINANCIAL UPDATE:  

2019 Annual Budget: $230,899; Weekly $4,440; YTD Need $168,720 

                Offering                  Other                Daycare               Total__     

  9/22/2019         $2,579                     $650                     $0                    $3,229 

 Year to Date     $105,226                  $7,190                $38,481             $150,906 

  Full Financial reports are posted in the Narthex after each council meeting.  

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Matthew 6:21 

 

Bill McLean 

October 15 

 

Lydia Wiita 

October 16 

 

   Jim Carlson  

October 22 

 

Donna Swanson 

October 26 

 

Ruth Dahl 

October 30 

For I know the plans I 

have for you, declares the 

LORD, plans for welfare 

and not for evil, to give 

you a future and a hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11 

October Mission of the Month 

MN Adult & Teen Challenge 

For over 30 years Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge has 
been assisting teens and adults in gaining freedom from 
chemical addictions and other life‐controlling problems by ad‐
dressing their physical, emotional and spiritual needs. 

Teen  Challenge offers a residential program for teenage girls 
and boys struggling with chemical addictions, as well as be‐
havioral problems.  

For teens, there are both long and short term options. Pro‐
graming is provided in a structured therapeutic community 
offering continuous observation and treatment by profession‐
al multidisciplinary staff members. 

Additionally, they offer a long term faith‐based residential re‐
covery program for adults that assists individuals in gaining 
freedom from drug and alcohol addiction and the life control‐
ling problems associated with it. 

Theses programs are not offered cost free. Each resident is 
required to pay monthly room and board fees. Some fees are 
covered by outside agencies, but the majority of funding 
comes from private sources such as churches, businesses, and 
individuals.  

In addition to your monetary support, there are several other 
ways you could help, job/intern opportunities, volunteering, 
or becoming a mentor. 

Please prayerfully consider a donation to this month’s chosen 
mission. You may make checks payable to Christ Lutheran 
Church. Thank you for your continued support in our mission 
“To know Christ and to make Him known.” 


