Our Messcon:

“To know Christ and to make Him known”
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"Seeking the God We Say We Love"

From the Pastor's Mail Pouch:

"Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near."
Isaiah 55:6

The core of our nature as human beings is to

live independently from the God who created
us. The way we use human reason is
'distorted.! The way we use human passion is
'perverted.! Even the way we seek religion is
'misdirected.! The prophet Jeremiah tells us
why: "The heart is deceitful above all things
and desperately sick; who can understand
it?" (Jer. 17:9).

The prophet is describing everyone, you and me
included. We are worse off than we think. Our
condition would be hopeless if it were not for
the mercy of God in the face of His Son, Jesus
Christ. Even so, God will not be mocked! [He
will not be used as some kind of 'mop-up man'
for the rampant spills of sin that people leave
wherever they go.]

The apostle Paul writes, "Do not be deceived:
God is not mocked, for whatever one sows,
that will he also reap. For the one who sows to
his own flesh will from the flesh reap corrup-
tion, but the one who sows to the Spirit will
from the Spirit reap eternal life." (Gal. 6:7-8)

There is a need to live in a new manner of life ...
offered by God, designed by God, empowered
by God. The core of our nature as human be-
ings must be replaced! The Bible describes this
as conversion. It includes two parts: true re-
pentance (change of mind) faith
(entrusting one's whole being to God ... the

and

God who shows Himself to us in Christ and in
His Word, the Bible).

It is easy to say "I love God."
genuineness of our confession may be found in
the priorities that we choose, the commitments

However, the
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that we carry out, the attitudes that we convey
toward others, and the lives that we live .... at
work, on vacation, at home, in the community,
and at church. What is needed in each one of
our lives is a true conversion.

In the above verse from the prophet Isaiah, the
LORD was speaking to religious people who
were deceiving themselves into thinking that
God was pleased with their religious practices;
yet, their hearts were far from Him.
words provided the antidote: the cure. As we

Isaiah's

seek God in His Word and in His Sacraments
[not merely in the ritual participation of the
acts, but in the intimate fellowship that we are
afforded by God's drawing near to relate per-
sonally to us and to speak personally to us] ...
we will experience two spiritual insights that
provide the change that God desires to make in
our hearts: an accurate view of ourselves & an
accurate view of God. For God's Word reveals
our wretchedness & unworthiness, while also
unveiling God's mercy & power to save us.

The month of September provides many oppor-
tunities to seek the LORD and permit Him to
speak to us through His Word in various Bible
studies and classes. Don't let your present level
of commitment in your religious practices keep
you from growing into the full and vibrant fol-
lower of Christ that He has always intended you
to be and become. Seek the LORD while He
may be found. Don't let the old nature con-
vince you otherwise. God is calling; are you
listening?

See you in September!

Pastor Myke
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Mission of the Month

This Month:

Wed. Night Bible Study
6:30 PM “Walking
With Jesus Through
the Gospel of Mark”

Sat,, Sept. 10 5-8 PM
Family Game & Potluck
Night

Sun,, Sept. I'| at 12:00
Sunday School Rally
Cook-out

Christ Lutheran
Church, TAALC

2415 Ensign St.

Duluth, MN 55811
218-722-7537

website: clcduluth.org
email: christlutherandu-

luth@yahoo.com



Pastor: Rev. Michael Main
mmain | 952@yahoo.com
218-390-9987

Church Office: Juliana Morgan
christlutheranduluth@yahoo.com
218-722-7537

Council President: Jim Carlson
Vice-President: Mike Pickar

Treasurer: Laurie Wiita
treasurer@clcduluth.org

Youth coordinator: Chris Stumpf
cleyouth_duluth@yahoo.com

Church Website: www.clcduluth.org

Sunday Worship

Praise Time—9:15am
Worship—9:30am

Sunday School —11:00 am
Adult Bible Study—11:00 am

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS:

Mary Circle Ist Thur. 9:30 AM
Esther Circle Ist Thur. 6:30 PM
Hannah Circle 2nd Sat. 1:00 PM
Dorcas Circle 2nd Mon. 1:30 PM
Quilters 3rd Mon. 9:00 AM
Women’s Bible Study -

3rd Thursday 10 AM

Lutherans for Life -

2nd Sunday 6:30PM

Council Meeting-
2nd Thursday of the month

Deadline for submitting news for
the October Messenger is

Change of Address
Reminder...

If you have moved, are
planning on moving, or are
switching addresses for the

season, please call the
church office to notify us of
the change. It takes only a
minute and saves us both

time and money.
Thank you!
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September 2016 Serving Schedule

We are in need of additional Sunday Morning Greeters and Ushers.
If you would like to be part of this ministry please contact Kim Matuseski at 727-2097.

September 4
Ushers: Mike & Pam Wendling; Mike & Wendy Pickar

Greeter: John & Bonnie Kubiak

September 11
Ushers: Les Johnson & Kim Matuseski; Spring Billiar; David Wood
Greeter: Don & Priscilla Olson

September 18
Ushers: Gary & Carolyn Lofald; Jim & Gayle Maruska
Greeter: Grace Wells

September 25
Ushers: Bob & Pam Halvorson; David Wood; Paul Holt
Greeter: Norma Johnson

October 2
Ushers: Gary & Carolyn Lofald; Jim & Gayle Maruska
Greeters: Jan Main

Trustees:
Sept. 4: Grace Wells & Kim Mitchell

Sept. 11: Gwen Nelson & Sandy Carlson
Sept. 18: Ouitdee Carson & Wendy Pickar
Sept. 25: Bob Dahl & Stacy Homstad

Oct. 2: Grace Wells & Kim Mitchell

Coffee Servers:

Sept. 4: Hannah Circle
Sept. 11: Dorcas Circle
Sept. 18: ROC

Sept. 25: Council Group 1
Oct. 2: Hannah Circle

Acolytes:
Sept. 11: Jacqueline Stumpf & Callie Showalter

Sept. 18: Hanna Hovland & Lydia Wiita
Sept. 25: Jacqueline Stumpf & Callie Showalter
Oct. 2: Hanna Hovland & Lydia Wiita

Serve the LORD with gladness!

Come into his presence with singing!
Psalm 100:2



Please Pray for...

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

The Leadership of the Church:
Pastor Main

President—Jim Carlson

Vice President—Mike Pickar
Treasurer-Laurie Wiita
Deacons

Trustees

Rev. Curtis Leins,

presiding pastor, AALC

Rev. Richard Shileds,

ALTS President

Youth Group Kids & Leaders

Open Arms Day Care

Our Mission of the Month:
Gideons

Pray for Our Church Outreaches

Pray for Each Other

Pray for our Country

Pray for our Troops—remember
those from our church:

Tyler Johnson

Derek Miletich

Persecuted Christians
Throughout the World

If there are any people who have
been accidently overlooked,
please contact the church office
or Pastor Main.

We apologize for any oversights.

Philippians 4:6

Those with Health needs:
Carol Johnson*
Sue Anderson*
Jane McLean¥*
Elna Linder**(at Chris Jensen)
Wayne Sundstrom**(at Chris Jensen)
Chelsea Holt**
Larry Kubiak**
Jean Sundstrom**
Katie Lund**
Gwen Nelson**
Dorothy Jean Vigliaturo***
Marvin Lofald***
Julie Guddeck’s mother,
Carole Rosenberg***
Pastor Main’s mother,
Ruby Kroner**#*
Vi Boder
Brian MacDonald
Mark Malander
Olivia Schadel
Lee Koivisto (Spring’s son)
Russ Schramm
Carl Swanson
Ruth Dahl
Bob Carson
Kristen Carlson
Carol Schramm
Aletha Bartels
Betty Stromquist
Jan Arrezo
Florence Kubiak

*in the hospital or recently
released or anticipating surgery

**receiving therapy or ongoing
medical care

***in hospice care

Don’t Forget!

The first Sunday of each month is FOOD SHELF SUNDAY!
Please bring an item or two to help those in need.
Cash donations are also appreciated.

We are alternating donations between Genesis House and
Union Gospel Mission.

Christ’s Messenger - September 2016

* x

Jimmy Olson
September 5

Fern Lindberg
September 7

Joyce Larson
September 9

Justin Carlson
September 13

Diane Malander
September 13

Pastor Main
September 16

Kelly Carson
September 19

Gayle Maruska
September 20

Payton Holt
September 22

Eli Miletich
September 23

Sandy Carlson
September 24

Elizabeth Kent
September 28

Cindy Kenft
September 29

So teach us to number our days
that we get a heart of wisdom.
Psalm 90:12



Sept 17th from 1-4 PM we will meet to make donuts to serve on the 18th. We will also do a trash pick up
of the property again. For those who have younger kids, after we pick up trash we will have hot cocoa
and apple cider and cookies then watch a movie and do a fall craft. The older kids can take turns making
donuts.

Sept 10th from 5-8 PM is the monthly church family potluck. Everyone in the church is encouraged to
attend this event. The youth are enjoying playing games with the other members of the church. It is a
wonderful way for all generations to bond and grow together in Christ.

The youth would like to thank everyone who supported us with the lasagna sale. It was a huge success.

.. The youth have been selling concessions at the soccer games that are played on the church field. It's
! been a lot of fun. The community has also been very supportive and are glad we are there. We will use
some of the proceeds to give back to the community

Thank you also to those who donated to the school supply drive. We will be bringing the supplies to
Piedmont school at the end of September.

Any questions, please contact Chris Stumpf by email at clcyouth _duluth@yahoo.com
or at 218-310-2747 .

The Hannah Circle is hosting a craft/vendor fair Nov 19th. This is a fundraiser to help support missions. If
you are interested in buying a space, please contact Chris Stumpf at 218-310-2747.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

Matthew 5:6

Happy Fall Everyone! |

Summer has gone by quickly and we have enjoyed as much of it as possible outdoors. o

Every day we are amazed by the beauty that the Lord has given to us. Although summer

is one of our favorite seasons we look forward to the changes and new beginnings fall brings.

We will be getting to know some new friends and sending blessings along with the three DFD%CAEE"
children going off to school. o
In September aside from discovering more beautiful changes in nature... we will be learning about Moses and
also God's laws.

We will also be learning about friendship and praising the Lord.

Our new songs this month will be “Children of the Living God” and “We are your Children.”

One day when it began to thunder and we were outside little Hannah said she was scared and we reminded her
that God would protect us as we were going inside. She said, “I know but | am scared.” Paisley Jo said “Jesus is
our Shepherd. He is our shield. He will keep us safe."

It is an amazing blessing each day as these precious little children share their faith with each other. Praise the
Lord for the great things He is doing here at Open Arms! Special thanks to all of you who pray for us. It is appre-
ciated so very much.

Rejoice in the Lord Always!
Mary Jo
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Thank you for bringing in the diapers and wipes. Join us for

We appreciate your thoughtfulness. We rely on

the faithful support of friends like you who re- the sunda schOOl
spond to God’s promoting. Thank you. Kle-Off Rally

This week we had the joy of welcoming the multi-
ple births of a young woman who found us just

weeks ago. Though her situation is desperate - SUNDAY Cook-out at 12:00
unmarried and homeless - we are so grateful for a SEPT

healthy and safe delivery for her and the babies. ' Hot Dogs & lee ﬂream
Will you pray with us that God’s abounding love "th See You There!

will enfold her and her new family and His faithful- '

ness will provide a safe housing situation for
them?

“But You, O Lord, are a compassionate and gra-
cious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness.” Psalm 86:15

Sincerely,
Joanne Martens
Executive Director

Everyone is encouraged to attend the
Wednesday Evening Bible Studies

at 6:30 PM.
——————— The study from now until December
will be “Walking With Jesus Through
Fawily Potluck & the Gospel of Mark.”
Gawmwe Night
Sat.., Sept. 10
from 5-8 Pin

If you use electronic giving you will now find
The next cards in the pew holders that you may use
Hannah Cirele during the offering.

Food Share will be

These cards also have information if you are
on September 11

interested in electronic giving.
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September Mission of the Month

GIDEONS
The Gideons International is an Association of
Christian business and professional men and their
wives dedicated to telling people about Jesus
through sharing personally and by providing Bi-
bles and New Testaments. While they are known
worldwide for their work with hotels, they pre-
dominantly share Scriptures in schools and colleg-
es, prisons and jails, hospitals, and medical offices.

Nearly half of the world’s population lives on less
than $2 per day. For these people, purchasing a
Bible or a New Testament would be impossible.
With the help of the Gideons, these people re-
ceive a copy of God’s Word in their language, at
no charge.

Distributing copies of God’s Word allows people
to read the truth of God’s love for themselves. It
also provides a continuing witness after the Gide-
on leaves and makes it possible for people to
grow in their faith.

To date, the Gideons have placed 1.9 billion Scrip-
tures and are on their way to 2 billion with your
support. Follow them on that journey as The Gide-
ons partner with churches anywhere, to reach the
unreached everywhere.

Please prayerfully consider a donation to this
month’s chosen mission. You may make checks
payable to Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you for
your continued support in our mission “To know
Christ and to make Him known.”

==

PACT Televised Services:

Duluth: Charter Ch. 180
Saturdays @ 9am & 9pm; Sundays @ 7am

Hermantown: HTV Ch. 7
Sundays @ nam & Thursdays @ 7pm

Electronic Giving
If you are interested in setting up electronic
giving for your offerings to the church,
please contact the office for more information.

Both front doors have been upgraded
to be handicap accessible.

This has made the doors slightly
harder to open so we encourage
everyone to use the access buttons
whenever they use the doors.

FINANCIAL UPDATE: 2016 Annual Budget: $245,733; Weekly $4,726

Offering Other Daycare Total
08/28/2016 $ 1,450 $0 $1,868 $ 3,318
Year to Date $ 94,945 $ 6,858 $38,699 $140,502

Full Financial reports are posted in the narthex after each council meeting.

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7
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