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From the Pastor’s Mail Pouch
5 So, Did you realize that as a believer in Christ,
....... you are already on the Winning Side? by P. M.

>\

“To know Christ and to make Him known”

"If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

| Corinthians 15:19-20 ESV

| don't like the suspense of not knowing what the
outcome of a ball game is going to be, especial-
ly when "my team" is playing in the championship
game. Whether it be the World Series or the
Super Bowl or the Stanley Cup or the Rose Bowl
or the Final Four, ... wouldn't it be nice and
reassuring to know that the team you are on or
are rooting for is in fact the winning team?

Well, in the realm of things that matter eternally,
every true believer has that assurancelll Consid-
er for a moment what the Bible says about things
that have already been decided.

1. The Angels of Heaven: Did you know that the
faithful angels of God outnumber the fallen an-
gels (demons/evil spirits) 2 to 12 Scripture tells
us that 1/3 of the angels rebelled with Satan.
That leaves 2/3 of the angels who have re-
mained faithful to the will and purpose of God.
What is the task of the angels? Hebrews tells
us, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to
serve for the sake of those who are to inherit
salvation2” (Hebrew 1:14). Also, Psalms 34:7
declares, "The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear Him and delivers them."
They are our protectors. Revelation 12 also re-
veals the outcome of the ultimate battle between
the two forces of heavenly beings. "Now war
arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting
against the dragon. And the dragon [Satan] and
his angels fought back, but he was defeated,
and there was no longer any place for them in
heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown
down, that ancient serpent, who is called the dev-
il and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—
he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels
were thrown down with him." (Rev. 12:7-9) The
bottom line? The believer in Christ is already on
the winning side !

2. The Sovereign Authority and power of Jesus
over Satan: We recall how Jesus, time and time
again, bound Satan and cast him out of people
who had previously been oppressed or pos-
sessed by the evil one. Without fail, Jesus re-
leased those souls in bondage and set them free
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to live in the presence and blessing of God
again. The apostle John also assures every be-
liever that he/she does not need to fear Satan
when Jesus is present and living within their souls.
He writes, "He who is in you [Jesus] is great than
he who is in the world [Satan]" (I John 4:4). As
Jesus defeated Satan at every turn in His earthly
ministry, so He will defeat Satan by the ongoing
ministry that He provides by His ever-present
care for us. The bottom line? The believer in
Christ is already on the winning side !

3. And finally, in light of the Good news of East-
er, our last enemy - death - has been defeated:
Jesus tells us, "Because | live, you shall live al-
so" (John 14:19). When you and | draw near to
death, or when we commit a dying loved one
who has trusted in Jesus to God's eternal care
and keeping, we may do so with the assurance
that their souls and ours are in Paradise ... just as
He promised! The Resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead is undeniable proof that what Je-
sus promised, He has delivered; what He has
promised to us, He will deliver to us at the prop-
er time. "l am the Resurrection and the Life.
Whoever who believes in Me, though he die, yet
shall he live, and everyone who lives and be-
lieves in Me shall never die" (John 11:25-26) In
the very moment that our soul and body sepa-
rate in physical death, Christ will be present to
take us [our souls] to Himself ... just as He prom-
ised. "I will come and will take you to Myself,
that where | am, you may be also" (John 14:3).
The bottom line? The believer in Christ is already
on the winning side !

So rejoice! Jesus is the Victor! And by faith in
Him, Jesus shares that victory with you and me
and all those whose trust is in Him. His angels
are for us. His abiding presence protects us. His
victory over death assures us that we will never
be separated from Him, not in this life... not
ever! In Christ, we are already on the winning
side!
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Mission of the Month

This Month:

Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM

Mothers & Others
Dorcas Circle Banquet
Tuesday, May 2 at 6 PM

Youth Free Sale
Saturday, May 6
8 AM -1 PM

Family Game &
Potluck Night
Saturday, May |3
5-8 PM

Christ Lutheran Church,
TAALC

2415 Ensign St.

Duluth, MN 55811
218-722-7537

website: clcduluth.org

email:
church@clcduluth.org



Pastor: Rev. Michael Main
mmain | 952@yahoo.com
218-390-9987

Church Office: Juliana Morgan
church@clcduluth.org
218-722-7537

Council President: Jim Carlson
Vice-President: Mike Pickar

Treasurer: Laurie Wiita
treasurer@clcduluth.org

Youth coordinator: Chris Stumpf
cleyouth_duluth@yahoo.com

Church Website: www.clcduluth.org

Sunday Worship

Praise Time—9:15am
Worship—9:30am

Sunday School —11:00 am
Adult Bible Study—11:15 am

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS:

Mary Circle Ist Thur. 9:30 AM
Esther Circle Ist Thur. 6:30 PM
Hannah Circle 2nd Sat. 1:00 PM
Dorcas Circle 2nd Mon. 1:00 PM
Quilters 3rd Mon. 9:00 AM
Women’s Bible Study -

3rd Thursday 10 AM

Lutherans for Life -

2nd Sunday 6:30PM

Council Meeting-
2nd Thursday of the month

May 2017 Serving Schedule

May 7
Ushers: Jim & Gayle Maruska; Mike & Wendy Pickar
Greeter: Jan Main

May 14
Ushers: Mike & Pam Wendling; Keith Youngren; Paul Holt

Greeter: Grace Wells

May 21
Ushers: Bob & Pam Halvorson; Gary & Carolyn Lofald;

Greeter: Norma Johnson

May 28
Ushers: Jim & Gayle Maruska; Mike & Wendy Pickar

Greeters: Jan Main

June 4

Ushers: Les Johnson & Kim Matuseski; Spring Billiar; David Wood

Greeters: Grace Wells

Trustees:
May 7: Grace Wells & Kim Mitchell

May 14: Sandy Carlson & Sue Boder
May 21: Ouitdee Carson & Wendy Pickar
May 28: Stacy Homstad & Bill Arezzo

Coffee Servers:

May 7: Mary Circle

May 14: ROC

May 21: Dorcas Circle
May 28: Council Group 1
June 4: Mary Circle

Acolytes:
May 7: Jacqueline Stumpf & Callie Showalter

Deadline for submitting news for May 14: Hanna Hovland & Lydia Wiita

the June Messenger is Fri., May
26.

Change of Address
Reminder...
If you have moved, are

May 21: Jacqueline Stumpf & Callie Showalter

The church received an Easter card from a sister church in Ohio recently:

Members of Our Savior are praying for you during the month of April.
May God be very near to you as you walk through the season of Easter.
It is good to keep in touch with our brothers and sisters in Christ as we
partner together spreading the Gospel of our gracious Lord & Savior.
Love in Christ,

Members of Our Savior

Piqua, Ohio

planning on moving, or are
switching addresses for
the season, please call the
church office to notify us of
the change. It takes only a
minute and saves us both
time and money.
Thank you!
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Please Pray for...

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

The Leadership of the Church:
Pastor Main

President—Jim Carlson

Vice President—Mike Pickar
Treasurer-Laurie Wiita
Deacons

Trustees

Rev. Curtis Leins,

presiding pastor, AALC

Rev. Richard Shields,

ALTS President

Youth Group Kids & Leaders

Open Arms Day Care

Our Mission of the Month:

Project Timothy
World Gospel Mission

Pray for Our Church Outreaches

Pray for Each Other

Pray for our Country

Pray for our Troops—remember
those from our church:
Derek Miletich

Persecuted Christians
Throughout the World

If there are any people who have

Philippians 4:6

Those with Health needs:
Bonnie Kubiak*

Les Johnson*

Gwen Nelson*

Evelyn Melander* (Lakeshore)
Olivia Schadel*

Bryan Goeppinger*

Bill & Jane McLean**
Wayne Sundstrom**
Chelsea Holt**

Jean Sundstrom*#*

Katie Lund**

Karl Randa**

Dorothy Jean Vigliaturo***
Vi Boder

Mark Malander

Russ Schramm

Carl Swanson

Ruth Dahl

Carol Schramm

Aletha Bartels

Florence Kubiak

Brian MacDonald

Darlyn Sundstrom

Leo Plewa

Allyson Jurek

Jim Maruska

Mary Jenny

David MacDonald

Shirley Kern

*in the hospital or recently released
or anticipating surgery
**receiving therapy or ongoing medical care
***in hospice care

been accidently overlooked, please contact the

church office or Pastor Main. We apologize for any oversights.

Don’t Forget!

The first Sunday of each month is FOOD SHELF SUNDAY!
Please bring an item or two to help those in need.
Cash donations are also appreciated.

We are alternating donations between Genesis House and
Union Gospel Mission.
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Dan Jezierski
May 14

Ryan Kent
May 17

Gerald Bartels
May 19

Chelsea Holt
May 28

All the days ordained for me
were written in your book,
before one of them came to be.
How precious to me are your
thoughts, O God! How vast is
the sum of them!
Psalm 139:16,17



Youth night continues every Wed. from
6:15-7:45. Supper is served before we do a
- Bible story. We also do crafts, games or
/ movies after the Bible story. Bring a
iy friend!
" The youth will be hosting a free rummage
sale on May 6th. Donations will be accept-
» ed until Friday the 5th. Call Chris at 218-310
2"-2747 if you need us to pick up the dona-
tions. Otherwise they can be dropped off
) in the blue room. The youth will be selling
£ concessions and baked goods during the
- free sale. Come and check it out!

The youth going to Colorado are selling
certificates to Engwalls. The certificates are being sold
until May 7th and are $30.00. This certificate is then re-
deemable at Engwalls for at hanging basket that retails
at $37.99. Call Chris if you would like to purchase a cer-
tificate. Thank you!

A big thank you to everyone at Christ Lutheran Church
who came for the soup suppers, meatball dinner, pan-
cake breakfast, and egg sale. The youth helped with all
but one soup supper. Through the lasagna sale and all
the Lent suppers and breakfast they earned about
$1000 towards registration for the Colorado trip which
is a portion of the total cost. Thank you! We have more
to earn so watch for more fundraisers!

Looking for a gift for Mother's Day? The youth have
cookbooks available $8.00 each or 2 for $15.00. We can
even gift wrap! Check out our display in the basement
after church on Sundays or call Chris Stumpf 218-310-
2747. We can deliver locally as well. Thanks!

Saturday May 13th will be the youth sponsored game
night and potluck from 5-8. It is so much fun! We have a
variety of games for all ages. This month we will be
serving mashed potatoes and meatballs. Bring a side
dish like Jell-O salad or a dessert. This is a great church
family activity to build the bonds between all genera-
tions, building a stronger foundation of the church
body and forming life long relationships. See you there!
Hannah Circle would like to thank the youth and their
parents for the help serving and cleaning up during
soup suppers and the meatball dinner. Thank you also
to Pastor Myke for getting a grant from Thrivent to cov-
er the cost of supplies so that all the proceeds could be
donated to the youth! We raised $300.00 for the youth
from the meatball dinner alone. Thank you!

- Chris
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It is spring and we are filled

with joy! We are enjoying every - .

. . o
minute possible outdoors.
We have been going on adven- \_4 -
tures and playing in the sand en Hrms
box alot. DAYCARE

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

May is a time of new growth.

We are so looking forward to all the beauty spring
brings. We will be planting some special plants for
Mothers Day gifts. There are lots of other great
activities planned for May as well. We will be mak-
ing May baskets, surprising friends with random
acts of kindness, hosting a date night for the par-
ents and having a silly/wacky week full of fun
times.

Our Bible stories are about The Sermon on the
Mount, Mathew 6,9 and Luke 12, and a special
treasure hunt from Mathew 13. Our new songs are
Rise and Shine, Boomerang, In My Garden and He
Has Made Me Glad.

Special thanks to Grace and Bruce Wells for the col-
orful valances, pictures, and art presentation sta-
tion. Many thanks to Gwen Nelson and her daugh-
ters for the wonderful bunny treats. Thanks to
Glen and Marilyn Nelson also for delivering them
to us. We miss you so much Gwen and we are look-
ing forward to seeing you again when you are all
better. We are praying for you. Thank you all for all
you do to brighten our days.

We are excited to be welcoming two new children
to Open Arms, Brekken (3) and Addisyn (4).

My very favorite thing lately is throughout the day |
say to the children ," Who loves you ?" and they
reply "Jesus and you". Share Jesus love and bright-
en someone's life today!

In closing | would like to say this month | am so
blessed to be celebrating having worked at Open
Arms for three years. Thank you so very much to
everyone who has been so encouraging, support-
ive and thoughtful.

It really means so very much.

Psalm 92:4 For You oh Lord have made me glad.

Blessings,
Mary Jo
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*gw The Dorcas Circle

“Buttons, Bows, and Blessings”
. Banquet will be held at
= Christ Lutheran on
% May 2 at 6:00 PM.

Family Potluck & Game Night
Sat., May13 from 5-8 PM

“Faith & Health:
What is the Connection?”
May 6, 2017
New Life Lutheran Church
4615 W. Arrowhead Rd., Duluth
8:30-3:00
A Conference on Christian Healing, sponsored by

the Lake Superior Chapter of the Order of St. Luke.

At 1:30 p.m. there will be a Service of Christian
Healing. To register for this conference please
contact Sue McNeill, 218-525-3697. The cost is $10
which includes lunch.

The next
Hannah Circle
Food Share will be
on May 14
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The youth will be hosting a free
rummage sale on May 6th.
Donations will be accepted

until Friday the 5th.

Call Chris at 218-310-2747 if you
need us to pick up the donations,
otherwise they can be dropped
off in the blue room.

The youth will be selling
concessions and baked goods
during the free sale.

Come and check it out!

The youth are selling
certificates to Engwalls.

The certificates are being sold until
May 7th and are $30.00.
These certificates are redeemable at
Engwalls for a hanging basket that
retails for $37.99.

Call Chris at 218-310-2747 if you
would like to purchase a certificate.
Thank you!




May Mission of the Month:

PROJECT TIMOTHY

We are part of an unbroken chain. Paul - Timothy - faithful pas-
tors - and on and on through the years. This pattern of careful-
ly passing on the faithfully entrusted message is the heartbeat
of the Christian church and her mission. The death of Jesus
Christ has made a way for God to bring sinful men back to a
right relationship with Him- by grace alone through faith
alone. This is the message to be proclaimed!

From its inception the Christian church has sent teachers into
the world with this message. Well-trained pastors are critically
needed in Kenya. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya is
the fastest-growing Lutheran church in Africa today. But the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya has a mere 140 pastors
to serve 700 congregations with 100,000 members. Project
Timothy-Kenya is dedicated to providing a remedy for this
need, equipping leaders for the dramatically growing church
in Africa.

WORLD GOSPEL MISSION

World Gospel Mission partners with individuals and churches
worldwide to make disciples of Christ and encourage believers
to become mission-active through ministries that reach the
whole person-physically and spiritually-transforming commu-
nities. Christ Lutheran Church is partnering with Pete and An-
gela Olsen who are going to Kenya to serve at the Tenwek
Hospital under WGM. Pete will train Kenyan physicians while
also teaching about the Great Physician. He hopes these physi-
cians will then go out to the rural areas of Kenya to share the
gospel of Christ. Angela will be teaching their own children as
well as other missionaries’ kids, she hopes to be able to have a
role in the education of the Kenyan families and teachers
working with children with special needs.

Please prayerfully consider a donation to either of this
month’s chosen missions. You may make checks payable to
Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued support
in our mission “To know Christ and to make Him known.”

MISSION OF THE MONTH DONATIONS

January:
AALC - 51,415

February:
The Encounter - $228
Fellowship of Christian Athletes - $303

March:
East European Missions Network - $1,425

Dear friends in Christ,
Many thanks for all the
cards, calls, visits, and
goodies I received from
my church family during
my recovery.

I miss you and expect to
be back soon.

Gwen Nelson

THANY, you

”

—

FINANCIAL UPDATE: 2017 Annual Budget - $240,428; Weekly - $4,624; YTD need - $64,736

Offering Other Daycare Total
04/02/2017 $ 8,299 $ 0 $ 1,659 $ 9,958
Year to Date $ 38,810 $ 2,110 $ 12,404 $ 53,324

Full Financial reports are posted in the narthex after each council meeting.

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7
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