Owr Messcon:
“To know Christ and to make Him known”

Christ’s Messenger

FROM THE PASTOR’S MAILPOUCH
“What Is in a Confirmation Verse?"

The custom at Christ Lutheran Church has been for the Catechumen who is
about to profess his/her faith in Christ .... to prayerfully select (along with the
counsel of parents) a passage from the Holy Scriptures which would reflect the
pattern of faith in the Lord that he/she would strive to experience and exhibit in
the years ahead. This year, the three Catechumens selected the following verses. | share them with
you in order to inspire all of us to strive for such Biblically-grounded goals ... confident that "God is
at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure."

Zachary Michael Carson: "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoev-
er believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life." John 3:16 (ESV)

John 3:16 is the "Good News" in a nutshell. It reveals the depth of God's love for us, as it reminds
you and me that the heavenly Father offered up what was most precious to Him [His only-begotten
Son] as the only way to cover (forgive) our sin , restore us to a right relationship with Him, and
bring us into a new life with God that has no end. This is the basis for our hope in God: His infinite
love for us, His willingness to do whatever it took to save us from sin and its present and eternal
consequences. This self-giving and sacrificial love of God is certainly the motivation we need to daily
strive for a life with Him that not even our physical death can destroy. For He has shown us that He
will raise the dead and give everlasting life to those whose love and trust are in Him.

Allyson Claire Jurek: "Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has
stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love
him." James 1:12 (ESV)

In a2 world that exerts so many pressures upon us to conform to its ways and standards, the child
of God looks continually to the LORD [praying in faith to the One who is faithful to hear and to
help, and being bolstered in such faith by our daily meditating on His Word of truth] ... and then that
child of God stands firm in the pathway that the heavenly Father has ordained (planned and pre-
pared) for us. For it is in these tests of our heart's convictions that we reveal the genuineness of our
faith in God. The end result of permitting the LORD to "hold us in place" (remaining steadfast) ... is
the unending blessing of eternal life, signified in the 'crown of life' that He holds out to those who
hold on to Him. This is a picture-image that will serve us well each day of our lives, especially when
the going gets tough. For in knowing that God is 'for us' and is working 'in us' to accomplish what
He has promised, we who truly love Christ Jesus will experience His peace and power in the midst
of those struggles.

Jessica Irene Stumpf: “Behold, God is my salvation; | will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation.” lIsaiah 12:2
(ESV)

What a wonderful and blessed assurance it is to know that the God who created this world and
brought us into being intends to save us and keep us for Himself as we live in this world, so that we
may also spend eternity with Him. But lest we forget to trust in Him in the midst of our worldly
struggles and become overwhelmed with fear, the child of God sings the truths of God's love, per-
mitting those comforting and encouraging principles and promises to be on our lips and in our hearts
daily. Truly, the God of our salvation with well worth singing about, not only in worship, but also
wherever and whenever we need to be reminded of His saving grace 'for us.'

Thank you, Zachary-Allyson-Jessica, for the verses you selected as the blue-print for your spiritual
walk ahead. Thank you for your attentiveness in class during these past two years. May you continue
to grow in His grace, and in the knowledge of Christ Jesus your Savior ... remaining faithful to Him as
you are led by Him.

Pastor Myke Main
Christ’s Messenger—April 2016

April 2016

Inside this issue

Pastor’s Mail Pouch |
Serving Schedules
Prayer Requests
Youth/Daycare News

Church Happenings

S A w N

Mission of the Month

This Month:

e Each Wed. at 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study

e April 16 from 5-8 PM
Potluck & Family
Game Night at
Church

e April 21 at 5:15 PM
Creating Your Own
War Room: Free
Dinner & Movie

e April 30 from 8-1
Youth “Free” Sale

Christ Lutheran Church,
TAALC

2415 Ensign St.

Duluth, MN 5581 1
218-722-7537

Website: cleduluth.org
email: christlutherandu-

luth@yahoo.com



Pastor: Rev. Michael Main
mmain|952@yahoo.com
218-390-9987

Church Office: Juliana Morgan
christlutheranduluth@yahoo.com
218-722-7537

Council President: Jim Carlson
Vice-President: Mike Pickar

Treasurer: Laurie Wiita
treasurer@clcduluth.org

Youth coordinator: Chris Stumpf
cleyouth_duluth@yahoo.com

Church Website: www.clcduluth.org

Sunday Worship

Praise Time—9:15am
Worship—9:30am

Sunday School—I 1:00am
Adult Bible Study—11:15 am

MONTHLY HAPPENINGS:

Mary Circle Ist Thur. 9:30 AM
Esther Circle Ist Thur. 6:30 PM
Hannah Circle 2nd Sat. 1:00 PM

Dorcas Circle 2nd Mon. 1:30 PM
Quilters 3rd Mon. 9:00 AM

Women'’s Bible Study
3rd Thursday 10 AM
Lutherans for Life
2nd Sunday 6:30PM

Council Meeting-
2nd Thursday of the month

Deadline for submitting news for
the May Messenger is Tuesday,
April 26.

Change of Address
Reminder...

If you have moved, are
planning on moving, or are
switching addresses for the

season, please call the church
office to notify us of the
change. It takes only a minute
and saves us both time and
money.
Thank you!
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April 2016 Serving Schedule

April 3
Ushers: Gary & Carolyn Lofald; Keith & Trudy Youngren

Greeters: Norma Johnson

April 10
Ushers: Mike & Pam Wenddling; Mike & Wendy Pickar

Greeters: Grace Wells

April 17
Ushers: Bob & Pam Halvorson; Paul Holt; David Wood

Greeters: John & Bonnie Kubiak

April 24
Ushers: Gary & Carolyn Lofald; Jim & Gayle Maruska

Greeters: Grace Wells

May 1
Ushers: Les Johnson & Kim Matuseski; Spring Billiar; David Wood

Greeters: Norma Johnson

Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD,
who greatly delights in His commandments!
Psalm 112:1

Trustees:

Apr. 3: Ouitdee Carson & Wendy Pickar
Apr. 10: Bob Dahl & Stacy Homstad
Apr. 17: Grace Wells & Kim Mitchell
Apr. 24: Gwen Nelson & Sandy Carlson
May 1: Ouitdee Carson & Wendy Pickar

Coffee Servers:

Apr. 3: Mary Circle

Apr. 10: Council Group 2
Apr. 17: ROC

Apr. 24: Esther Circle
May I: Mary Circle

Acolytes:

Apr. 3: Zachary Carson & Allyson Jurek
Apr. 10: Jessica Stumpf & Zachary Carson
Apr. 17: Jessica Stumpf & Allyson Jurek
Apr. 24: Jessica Stumpf & Zachary Carson
May 1: Allyson Jurek & Zachary Carson

We are in need of additional Sunday Morning Greeters and Ushers.
If you would like to be part of this ministry please contact Kim Matuseski at 727-2097.
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Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family
and friends of John Schneeberger who passed
away on February 19.




Please Pray for...

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

The Leadership of the Church:
Pastor Main

President—Jim Carlson
Vice President—Mike Pickar
Treasurer-Laurie Wiita
Deacons

Trustees

Rev. Curtis Leins,

presiding pastor, AALC

Rev. Richard Shileds,

ALTS President

Youth Group Kids & Leaders
Open Arms Day Care

Our Mission of the Month:
The Encounter
Fellowship of Christian Athletes

Pray for Our Church Outreaches

Pray for Each Other

Pray for our Country

Pray for our Troops—remember

those from our church:
Tyler Johnson
Derek Miletich

Persecuted Christians
throughout the world

If there are any people who have
been accidently overlooked,
please contact the church office
or Pastor Main.

We apologize for any oversights.

Philippians 4:6

Those with Health needs:
Roy Hammerstadt
Chelsea Holt**
Larry Kubiak**

Jean Sundstrom*#*
Dorothy Jean Vigliaturo***
Aletha Bartels*

Vi Boder

Brian MacDonald
Katie Lund**

Elna Linder**

Mark Malander
Marvin Lofald***
Dale Lund

Eli Miletich

Barbara Johnson
Olivia Schadel*
Shirley Erickson

Lee Koivisto (Spring’s son)
Russ Schramm
Wayne Sundstrom
Dick Kern

Mayme Olson

Carl Swanson
Florence Kubiak
Ruth Dahl

Carrie Bruns

Bob Carson

Betty Stromquist
Lillian Fontaine
Kent Sayler

Mary Jane Johnson*
Judie Hilmoe*

*in the hospital or recently

released or anticipating surgery

**receiving therapy or ongoing
medical care
***in hospice care

Don’t Forget!

The first Sunday of each month is FOOD SHELF SUNDAY!

Please bring an item or two to help those in need.
Cash donations are also appreciated. We are alternating donations between
Genesis House and Union Gospel Mission.
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Gary Lofald
April 5

Carol Schneeberger
April 6

Jacob Borham
April 7

Kim Ochocki
April 7

Shirley Erickson
April 8

Jim Maruska
April 10

Jillian Brula
April 10

Kim Matuseski
April 16

Ethan Wiita
April 17

Don Olson
April 20

Priscilla Olson
April 27

Grace Wells
April 29

So teach us to number our days
that we get a heart of wisdom.
Psalm 90:12



Thank you to all the youth and parents for their hard work during the lent season. We
set tables and did clean up for The Hannah, Dorcas, and Mary Circles along with our own
soup supper and the meatball dinner! T can honestly say they are experts now! We also
had Easter devotions and egg coloring plus three of the youth were confirmed!

We have a few upcoming events. April 4th is roller skating at World of Wheels in
Superior from 5-8 pm. Please sign up on either sign up sheet in the narthex or basement
or call or email Chris if you and your friends are going. If people don't sign up, a cancela-
tion email will be sent by 10pm the night before.

April 16th we will be making donuts from 2-4 pm. We will follow that up with a potluck
and family game night from 5-8 pm.

Sign up sheets are up for the free sale in the narthex and basement. We need volun-
teers to set up Friday April 29th from 5-8. Food will be provided. We also have sign ups
to work the "sale" from 8-1 and clean up 1-3 on the 30th. Questions please let me know!

Chris Stumpf
cleyouth_duluth@yahoo.com

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:57

March was a very busy month at Open Arms. We celebrated two birthdays,

St. Patrick's Day, and the amazing blessing of Easter.

We are all so excited about spring time. It is a wonderful time of new beginnings!
We would like to send hugs and blessings to the dear ladies who wrote back to us
last month. We loved receiving your pretty cards and letters. en Arms
We look forward to having you as our pen pals. We will be writing to you again soon. DAYCARE
We also liked how you decorated the envelopes with such pretty stickers.
Thank you so much Betty Stromquist for the great VBS materials. The children began coloring the Bible
story pictures right away. You made our days happier by sharing Jesus with us. We love getting new
things to help us learn more about our Lord and Savior .

Here are a few of the precious prayers the children have been saying: little Wylie has just started his turn
at the lunch time prayers. He closed his little eyes and folded his hands and said "l want to pray for mom-
ma." There were prayers for safety and little scrapes. Prayers for friends and family and thanking Jesus for
all He does for us. There were also lots of discussions about being alive again in heaven because of Jesus
dying on the cross for us. Please keep these precious little children in your prayers as they learn and grow
in the Lord. Itis truly a gift to see how they're trusting the Lord and their faith is growing at such a young
age. It is always so special to hear from the parents that their children are sharing their prayers and new
praise songs at home.

This month we will be learning about spring and all the great changes it brings.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 NIV

Blessings to All,

Mary Jo
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Mavrk your calendars
for the annual
Mother’s Day Banquet
hosted by the Dorcas Circle
Tuesday, May 3 at 6 PM

o

The youth will be holding a
COMMUNITY FREE SALE
April 30th in the church basement
from 8 am-1 pm.

If you have any items you would like to donate
like toys, books, household items, or clothes,
please contact Chris Stumpf at 218-310-2747 or
email clcyouth_duluth@yahoo.com if you need
help bringing it to church. Thanks!

The tech crew is inviting
anyone who would like to
learn about lighting, sound,
and camera to a meeting
on April 16th at 1 PMin the
narthex.

Please contact Mike Stumpf at 715-392-3562 if
you have any questions.

o
Oz

Members Needed for
Safety and Health Committee:

The Council has become aware of a need at our
church; to have a more formal plan when a
member becomes ill during services and pro-
mote wellness within our congregation. We
need to have a plan on how to move someone
to the aisle, activate 911, and manage people to
allow those with the ability to help to be able to
help. If you would like to be on the committee,
include this on the Talent and Treasures survey
or drop an additional note into the survey collec-
tion box.
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"Creating Your Own War Room"
"But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret.

And your Father who sees in secret will reward you."
Matthew 6:6

Many church members are poorly equipped to engage in the spiritu-
al battles that they are confronted with each day. In fact, many of
them do not even recognize that they are living in spiritual conflict
as they face the daily grind of life on this earth. Yet everything that
we do is a spiritual matter. Prayer is our way of committing each
task to God ... for His guidance and strength and wisdom to accom-
plish those things according to His will and purpose. When we fail
to include the LORD in our lives, we are not living “by faith.” In-
stead, we are relying upon ourselves. And without faith, it is impos-
sible to please God (Hebrews 11:6).

On the other hand, the God of the Bible assures us that He hears the
prayers of His children and helps us when we call upon His name.
“And call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver you; and
you shall glorify Me” (Psalms 50:15). Faithfulness in prayer is a re-
flection of a living faith in the LORD. Fervent prayer is an indicator
that we recognize our spiritual weakness and inability to ‘do battle’
against sin and Satan apart from God’s provision. Prayer in the life
of a believer in Christ Jesus is a necessary part of preparing for bat-
tle against the devil, the world, and the prideful self.

Our congregation has an opportunity to learn and grow in the area
of prayer as a necessary part of our daily faith walk and an essential
ingredient for succeeding in the spiritual battle before us. On Thurs-
day, April 21st, at 5:15 p.m., our church family will be gathering in
the Fellowship Hall for a FREE MEAL, following by the viewing of a
Christian film called “War Room.” It is a real-life story of a woman
whom the LORD mightily used to bring about His kingdom’s will
and purpose through her fervent and faithful prayers, followed by
the actions that He brought about to bring healing, reconciliation,
and salvation to people who were in need of God’s saving grace.
This woman set aside a small closet in her home as the ‘room’ she
dedicated to prayer. It was aptly named her “War Room.” For it was
there that she engaged in spiritual battle against the forces of evil.

Her personal prayer ministry changed lives; and so can yours. Plan
to join us on Thursday evening, from 5:15 p.m. until 8:15 p.m. to see
what God did in the life of one woman who was committed to pray-
ing for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done through her
faithfulness in prayer. I am praying that you will want to “create
your own war room,” becoming powerfully engaged in the battle to
overcome the darkness of sin and the destructive forces of the evil
one.

“Put on the Gospel armor; each piece put on with prayer. Where du-
ty calls, or danger, be never wanting there.”

PLEASE REGISTER by April 17t so that we may plan our meal and
materials accordingly. You may call the church office at (218) 722-
7537 to secure a place that night.


mailto:clcyouth_duluth@yahoo.com

April Missions of the Month:

THE ENCOUNTER
In one word, the Encounter is about relationships. Everything
that the Encounter does is with the goal of building meaningful
and empowering relationships. The knowledge that each person
is created by God with a specific and special purpose makes each
person matter to the people at the Encounter.
The Encounter is designed to be a place where young people will
want to spend time. They’ve engineered programs that give
them opportunities to explore their interests and develop their
talents. They want to see a generation of young people actively
making a difference in the lives of their friends and in the world
around them.
The people at the Encounter acknowledge that the Christian
faith is life-changing and therefore it is central to what they do
there. They spend time talking about matters of faith and en-
courage young people to explore the Christian faith and ask
questions for themselves. No part of their faith programming is
ever forced on young people, and a young person is free to par-
ticipate in all aspects of their programming regardless of their
religious affiliation.

FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES

Since 1954, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes has been chal-
lenging coaches and athletes at all levels of sports to use the
powerful medium of athletics to impact the world for Jesus
Christ. FCA focuses on serving the local community by equipping,
empowering, and encouraging people to make a difference for
Christ. It is their desire to present coaches and athletes, and all
the people they influence, the challenge and adventure of receiv-
ing Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, serving Him in their relation-
ships and in the fellowship of the church.

FCA ministers to coaches and athletes through Bible studies,
prayer support, discipleship and mentoring, resources, outreach
events, and retreats. FCA partners with local churches, business-
es, parents, and volunteers to invest in coaches and athletes par-
ticipating in club, recreational and youth sports teams.

Their relationships demonstrate steadfast commitment to Jesus
Christ and His Word through integrity, serving, teamwork, and
excellence.

Please prayerfully consider a donation to either of this month’s
missions, The Encounter or The Fellowship of Christian Athletes.
You may make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church. Thank
you for your continued support in our mission “To know Christ
and to make Him known.”

BN g SN

PACT Televised Services:

Duluth: Charter Ch. 180
Saturdays @ 9am & 9pm; Sundays @ 7am

Hermantown: HTV Ch. 7
Sundays @ 1lam & Thursdays @ 7pm

Exciting News of Great Joy!
The Church Council has been given two important proposals
to make improvements at our church.
One of them is to enhance the existing sign by adding an
electronic sign that is visible from both sides. This will allow
for better visibility when driving from either direction on
Ensign Street and the message can be easily changed via the
office computer. This project was brought forth from the
Evangelism Committee with the purpose of sharing our
events with the community, inviting more people to attend
events and ultimately join us in celebrating God’s love; this
will further the mission of Christ Lutheran Church, “..to
know Christ and to make Him known.” A diagram of the
project will be in the Narthex soon.
The other important project is new entry doors that will
have electronic openers; making them handicap accessible.
Our current doors are not energy efficient and are heavy to
open.
Estimate for the electronic sign is $23,000. Door proposals
are $12-15,000. The Memorial Committee has voted to use
Memorial Funds; savings can also be made available to
these projects. The council is looking donations towards
these projects, and would appreciate your prayers as for
wisdom as we move forward; donations can be dropped in
the offering plate or sent to the church office, building fund
envelopes are in the holders on the back of the pews. We
would like to accomplish both of these projects this sum-
mer. Please prayerfully consider what you can do to help,
including a bit of elbow grease when we need it.

-The Church Council

FINANCIAL UPDATE: 2016 Annual Budget: $245,733; Weekly $4,726

Offering Other Daycare Total Budget Over (Under)
03/20/2016 $ 2,836 $500 $2,270 $ 3,336 $4,726 $880
Year to Date $27,146 $ 3,478 $12,629 $ 43,253 $ 56,712 ($13,459)

Full Financial reports are posted in the narthex after each council meeting.

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7
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Christ Lutheran Church Members,

This month and moving forward you will find an updated listed of maintenance projects that need our attention.
We are all members of the body of Christ and His church, and as members of this body each of us has a responsibil-
ity to help maintain this house of worship as we are able and called to do. As I announced a couple of Sundays ago
this form has three purposes:

1) To inform you of what needs to be fixed.

2) To seek help with the maintenance of the church and the grounds.

3) For you to help me know what needs to be fixed.

In my role as your Vice President I am in charge of heading up the Maintenance Committee but it is not my job to
complete all of the work alone. Please sign up to help as you are able. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Mike Pickar, Vice President/ Head of Maintenance

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function,
so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
Having gifts that differ according fo the grace given fo us, lef us use them. if prophecy, in proportion fo our faith;
if service, in our serving; the one who feaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation;
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal;
the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
Romans 12.4-8

PROJECT VOLUNTEER DATE REQUESTED | DATE COMPLETED

Move outlet out of quilting closet

Fix garage siding

Install heat tape on garage roof

Repair faucet in janitor’s closet

Repair women’s bathroom sink

Clean out floor drain in women’s bathroom

Repair fan in upstairs bathroom

Fix leaky P-trap in kitchen sink

Repair fan in women’s bathroom

Paint women's bathroom Stacy Homstad

Replace sprung oven door Glen Nelson




TALENTS AND TREASURES

The Church council is taking stock of who is doing what, who can do what, and who wants to do what.
What’s that you say?
Sometimes we don’t know who the contact person is for a group, others may want to get more involved but
don’t know how. With this in mind, the council is asking all members to complete an involvement survey;
this includes things you are already doing and areas you feel you can help. Everyone has different gifts and
talents. Our church is run by the efforts of our members. Everyone is encouraged to be involved; as the
saying goes — “many hands make light work.”
The maintenance committee is especially looking for members and those willing to work on projects such as
painting, small plumbing, electrical projects, etc.
Please list all the groups each family member participates in and what committees they belong to. Also list
areas each person would like to participate. Below is a listing of current groups/committees — please write
in any that might not be listed. Drop of the completed list in the box in the narthex.
Alter Guild, Sunshine Group, Dorcas Circle, Hannah Circle, Esther Circle, Mary Circle, Men’s Bible Study,
Choir, Evangelism Committee, Worship/Praise Committee, Memorial Committee, Day Care Commiitfee,
Youth Committee, Father/Daughter Ball Committee, Maintenance Committee, Library Committee,
Nursery Committee, Adulf Bible Study, Youth Group, Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Quilfers,
PACT TV/Sound Tech, Garden Club.

Name Currently participates in Would like to participate in




