
 

This Month: 

Wed. Night Bible   Studies 
at 6:30 PM 

 
Sat., Feb. 2 & 9            

Father/Daughter Ball  
at the DECC  

 
Fri., Feb. 15 

Husband & Wife  
Valentine Ball  

At Proctor  
Blackwoods 

 
Thur., Jan. 21 at 6 PM 

Knitting at Church 
 

Tues. & Thur. 4- 9 PM 
Dance Classes 

  

 MONTHLY HAPPENINGS: 

Mary Circle 1st Thur. 9:30 AM 
Esther Circle 1st Thur. 6:30 

PM  
Dorcas Circle 2nd Mon. 1:00 

PM 
Lutherans for Life -  
2nd Sunday 6:30PM 

Council Meeting-2nd Thursday 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church  
2415 Ensign St. 

Duluth, MN  55811 
 

Phone: 218-722-7537 

website: clcduluth.org          

email: 

church@clcduluth.org         

Facebook: Christ Lutheran 

Church Duluth 

February 2019 

Christ’s Messenger  
                  “To know Christ and to make Him known” 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The American Association of Lutheran Churches 
A fortress of safety in a post-Christian frontier. 

BRRRRRR- 
Are you chilled to the bone yet? Feel like going into hibernation? We’re so thankful that 
our new boiler system is working great! God’s perfect timing for the installation of this 
new unit. We are all blessed to have warm homes and all the conveniences of this day 
and age. This cold always brings to mind the bible verses from Matthew and Mark that 
read “Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath – for there will 
be a great distress unequaled from the beginning of the world until now – and never to 
be equaled again.” Jesus himself warns his disciples of the Signs of the End of the Age.  
We are getting closer… At church Tuesday, as the delivery person was heading out the 
door she asked “do you think it’s cold enough for Hell to freeze over?”  “Hmmmm” I 
said and then squaring her in the eye I said “No, that will never happen, that is not in 
God’s plan.”  Was too cold to share anymore with her as she ran to her truck…    
The month of February marks not only Valentine’s Day, but also President’s Day. I’ve 
started reading a series of books with my grandson written by Rush Limbaugh – They 
bring you back in time to when our founding fathers came to America with close to 
nothing. How they struggled through the harsh winters and many of them died. All 
coming to America to have civil and religious freedoms and away from the rule of the 
King of England.  How they all prayed… I also came across an article just yesterday (not 
by chance, I feel it was a God-thing) in the Vine and Branches Magazine, volume 30 from 
the Summer of 2015 - Issue 3. The article was titled Divine Moments in Our Nation’s His-
tory by Rick Barnhart. It quotes from many of our founding fathers about daily prayer 
and protection. It shows a famous painting of George Washington kneeling by his horse 
in the snow – of his miraculous protection throughout the Revolutionary War. Ezra 
Stiles, a President of Yale wrote “The United States are under peculiar obligations to 
become a holy people unto the Lord our God. It was the Lord’s purpose to raise up a 
nation in which the church could flourish in a climate of religious freedom, become a 
light to the rest of the world, and to carry the gospel to all nations”.  That’s powerful. 
We need to pray for our nation in - 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28(CEV) Paul writes:                                                                                                        

My friends, we ask you to be thoughtful of your leaders who work hard and tell you 
how to live for the Lord. Show them great respect and love because of their work. Try 
to get along with each other. My friends, we beg you to warn anyone who isn't living 
right. Encourage anyone who feels left out, help all who are weak, and be patient 
with everyone. Don't be hateful to people, just because they are hateful to you. Ra‐
ther, be good to each other and to everyone else. Always be joyful and never stop 
praying. Whatever happens, keep thanking God because of Jesus Christ. This is what 
God wants you to do. Don't turn away God's Spirit or ignore prophecies. Put every‐
thing to the test. Accept what is good and don't have anything to do with evil. I pray 
that God, who gives peace, will make you completely holy. And may your spirit, soul, 
and body be kept healthy and faultless until our Lord Jesus Christ returns. The one 
who chose you can be trusted, and he will do this. Friends, please pray for us. Give the 
Lord's followers a warm greeting. In the name of the Lord I beg you to read this letter 
to all his followers. I pray that our Lord Jesus Christ will be kind to you!                                                                                                       

(Continued on next page) 



 

 Join us for the  
Husband & Wife Valentine Ball 

Fri., Feb. 15, 2019 from 6:30-11:00 PM 
At Blackwoods Event Center in Proctor 

The cost is $70.00 per couple. Dinner choices are:   Char Grilled Top Sirloin, Roasted Pork 
Tenderloin, Broiled Walleye, or Roasted Vegetable Pasta.  

Dessert is included and  wine will  be available for purchase.      

Your evening together will be blessed with an uplifting Christian  message, a wonderful 
dinner, and a romantic time of dancing.  

Tickets may be purchased online, but we would request that church  
members purchase them from an  Evangelism Committee member.  

 
Contact Carolyn Lofald with any questions. Checks can be made out to  

“Evangelism Committee” We have a limited number of tickets available,                                     
so please plan early.                                

Some exciting updates for you! – first and foremost – at our Special Meeting on Sunday, January 27, in a unani-
mous vote, we voted to call Pastor Gary DeSha. We approved a compensation package.  This Letter of Call was 
emailed to Dr. Leins.  The original was copied and then sent under certified mail to Bonnie at the head office.  
The actual physical Letter of Call needs to be in Pastor’s hands before he can agree to our request.  We wait 
and pray that this will be accepted.  Again, this is all in God’s hand’s and perfect timing.  We are so thankful for 
our deacons and others that have come forward to help with our services when we do not have pulpit supply.   
 
Repairs are just about completed, just finishing up with the insurance company for final reimbursements. We 
are still organizing a few areas in the church and going through items. The final cleaning has been completed, 
everything looks so nice. We are thankful to be back in our Sanctuary again!!! The stained glass order has been 
confirmed by the company, but still has not arrived at Shannon’s Stainglassery.  The horns for the carillion are 
in, but due to weather have not been installed on the cupola.  The coffee bar plumbing is in, the electrical for 
that will be completed soon. The cabinetry and counter top is ordered and will be here hopefully in another 
week or so.  The coffee system is in and ready for pick-up.  We will need help with getting that all together. All 
the lights in Fellowship Hall have been retrofitted with LED as is the Sanctuary lighting.  That will help signifi-
cantly with our electrical bill. Special thanks to Jim Carlson for all his snow removal efforts here and to both Jim 
and Sandy for their help with making racks for our all our banners to hang on.  Also thanks to Sandy for making 
new altar cloths for us. Thanks to Jim Maruska and Bruce Wells for helping with the installation of new base.  
Jim M. has also been installing new corner protectors for us and doing some additional carpentry work for us.  
Our custodian Gary has been busy painting for us too.  Everything is shaping up – all things new!  
 
The Father Daughter Ball is upon us!  Please keep that in your prayers.  Also, just a reminder with Valentine’s 
Day coming up that you share with family and friends about our Husband & Wife Valentine Ball which will be 
held at Blackwoods on February 15.  We are inviting Pastor DeSha & his wife Susan to come, so hope that will 
work out for them.   
 
Looking forward to many new beginnings for our church as we usher in the New Year, continue to pray for our 
church and its ministries. 
 
In Christ,   Carolyn Lofald & Our Church Council 



 Don’t Forget! 
The first Sunday of 

each month is  
FOOD SHELF  

SUNDAY!  
Please bring an item 
or two to help those  

in need.  
Cash donations are 
also appreciated. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR…. 
The Leadership of the Church 
Youth Group Kids & Leaders 
Open Arms Daycare 
Mission of the Month: Fellowship of Christian Athletes &  The Encounter 
Pray for each other -that we would stay firm in our faith and live in unity under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
Our Country, Military & Police 
The teachers and students at public, private, & Christian Schools 
Persecuted Christians throughout the world 

THOSE WITH HEALTH NEEDS: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  

To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,        
Ephesians 6:18 

*in the hospital, recently released, or anticipating surgery 
**receiving therapy or ongoing medical care           
***in hospice care 
 

If there are any people who have been accidently overlooked, please contact the church office. We apologize for any oversights. 
 

Gerald & Aletha Bartels 
Shirley Randa 
Bryan Goeppinger 
Brian MacDonald 
David MacDonald 
Shirley Kern 
Dennis Peterson** 
Dick Seseman*** 
Bill & Febe McLean** 
Jean Sundstrom 
Katie Lund** 
Vi Boder 

Russ & Carol Schramm 
Ruth Dahl 
Florence Kubiak 
Leo Plewa 
Mary Jenny 
Marlene Stauber 
Pastor Tom Stover 
Mark Malander 
Del Sandberg 
Kathleen Randa 
Melanie Saeland 
Judie Hilmoe* 

Please remember to keep the  
 Father Daughter Ball ministry in your prayers.  

The event is coming up on                                           
February 2 & February 9 at the DECC. 



How can a young 
man keep his  

way pure? 
By guarding it 
according to  
your word. 

With my whole 
heart I seek you; 

let me not wander 
from your 

commandments! 
I have stored up 

your word  
in my heart, 

that I might not 
sin against you. 
Blessed are you, 

O LORD; 
teach me your 

statutes! 
 

Psalm 119:9-12 

Happy February Christ Lutheran Church family! It’s all about love this month! 

We have been busy doing lots of fun things at daycare. 

Here are some cute things the kids have been saying: 

One day when we were getting ready to say our prayers at lunch time one of the new 
boys was diving into his food and I said we need to say grace first. He said “grace, grace” 
and the rest of the kids followed along saying the word “grace”. It was very cute. It also 
made me think of our sweet friend Grace Wells. 

When Adam arrived one morning I said, “How are you?” He said, “I’m Adam.” 

His mom said he is learning to make friends by introducing himself to other children at his 
brothers sporting events. 

Cora can sing all the books of the Old Testament.  

This month we are learning about the five senses. We have some fun experiments and  
activities planned. There are sure to be lots of giggles. 

We are so excited and looking forward to meeting and visiting with the new Pastor at the 
church again someday. We are so happy that the restoration of the church is nearly com-
plete. I’m so looking forward to hearing the music playing outside again. That is so special. 

We have a date night planned for the parents. The kids will have a PJ and pizza party while 
the parents go out to dinner. 

Our warm fuzzies project for this month is collecting and donating blankets to those in 
need. It’s been so cold and we really want to share God’s love with others by providing a 
blanket and some words of love to warm their heart too. 

God is so good to us. We have so much to be thankful for. 

Where your treasure is there your heart will be also. Mathew 6:21 
My prayer for all of you is that you will feel God’s love and share it with everyone! 

 

Mary Jo 

We have hired a youth coordinator!                 
Please welcome Dani Smith.                                  
She will start in the next 
week or two.  

The youth are fundraising 
for a play yard.       

Donations can be made in 
your offering envelope 
with a notation: play yard.  

Donations can also be given to any trustee.   

Thank you for all your support of our youth!  

 

Kim Mitchell- parent of youth  



 

 

THE ENCOUNTER   
In one word, the Encounter is about relationships. Every-
thing that the Encounter does is with the goal of building 
meaningful and empowering relationships. The knowledge 
that each person is created by God with a specific and spe-
cial purpose makes each person matter to the people at 
the Encounter. 

The Encounter is designed to be a place where young peo-
ple will want to spend time. They’ve engineered programs 
that give them opportunities to explore their interests and 
develop their talents. They want to see a generation of 
young people actively making a difference in the lives of 
their friends and in the world around them. 

The people at the Encounter acknowledge that the Chris-
tian faith is life-changing and therefore it is  central to what 
they do there. They spend time talking about matters of 
faith and encourage young people to explore the Christian 
faith and ask questions for themselves.  No part of their 
faith programming is ever forced on young people, and a 
young person is free to participate in all aspects of their 
programming regardless of their religious affiliation. 

FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES 
Since 1954, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes has been 
challenging coaches and athletes at all levels of sports to 
use the powerful medium of athletics to impact the world 
for Jesus Christ. FCA focuses on serving the local communi-
ty by equipping, empowering, and encouraging people to 
make a difference for Christ. It is their desire to present 
coaches and athletes, and all the people they influence, 
the challenge and adventure of receiving Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord, serving Him in their relationships and in 
the fellowship of the church. 

FCA ministers to coaches and athletes through Bible stud-
ies, prayer support, discipleship and mentoring, resources, 
outreach events, and retreats. FCA partners with local 
churches, businesses, parents, and volunteers to invest in 
coaches and athletes participating in club, recreational and 
youth sports teams.   

Their relationships demonstrate steadfast commitment to 
Jesus Christ and His Word through integrity, serving, team-
work, and excellence. 

 

To all at Christ Lutheran Church: 

Thank you so much for the grocery gift card for Christ-
mas! I enjoy taking care of the children. 

Susan 

Thank you for the use of the fellowship hall for our family 
gathering for Christmas. We had a wonderful time. 

The Flood family 

Thank you Jerry and all at Christ Lutheran for the cookies 
you added to our Christmas celebration. 
On behalf of all of us at the jail, Peace. 

Chaplain at St. Louis County Jail 

Dear friends 

It gives me great joy to express my appreciation to you for 
your support this past Christmas. And it is a joy to share 
good news with you. 

The good news is that, thanks to the generous donations 
of toys, we were able to make the Christmas season hap-
pier for 955 families, totaling 3,150 individuals of which  
1833 were children. 

The mission and ministry of the Salvation Army greatly 
depend on people like you who are generous enough to 
share the many blessings that God has provided. If at any 
time we can offer you any information or explain further 
how The Salvation Army is helping those in need not only 
here in Duluth but throughout the world, please let me 
know. 

Happy New Year! 

Sincerely, 

FEBRUARY MISSIONS OF THE MONTH 

Please prayerfully consider a donation to either of this month’s missions, The Encounter or The Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. You may make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church and designate one of these missions 
specifically, or if you don’t designate a recipient, we will divide the gift between the two missions.  Thank you for 
your continued support in our mission “To know Christ and to make Him known.” 

To Christ Lutheran Church: 

Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia plant and 
delicious cookies you brought me for Christmas. Thanks 
also to Norma and Carol for bringing them and visiting. 
Thank you also for sending the Pastor to visit so I could 
receive communion, that was very special. 

God bless you all, 

Carol Schramm  



 February 3 
Ushers: Gary & Carolyn Lofald; Jim Carlson 
Greeter: Dick & Judie Hilmoe  
 
February 10 
Ushers: Mike & Pam Wendling; Mike & Wendy Pickar  
Greeter: Volunteer 
 
February 17 
Ushers: Bill & Jan Arezzo 
Greeter: Volunteer 
 
February 24 
Ushers: Mike & Wendy Pickar 
Greeter: Volunteer 

February 2019 Serving Schedule 

Coffee Servers: 
February 3: Volunteers 

February 10: Luther League 

February 17: Council Group Q 

February 24: Esther Circle 

 

 

Collection for December Mission of the Month: Faith Comes By Hearing - $895.00 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
Matthew 6:21 

Trustees: 
February 3: Jim & Don   
February 10: Stacy & Bill  

February 17: Grace & Kim  

February 24: Sandy & Wendy 

So teach us to number our days 

that we get a heart of wisdom. 

Psalm 90:12 

FINANCIAL UPDATE:  
2019 Annual Budget: $230,899; Weekly $4,440; YTD Need $17,760 

                   Offering                       Other                     Daycare                    Total             
1/27/2019           $2,912                           $0                            $0                          $2,192 
Year to Date       $8,855                         $784                        $4,507                      $14,146 

   Full Financial reports are posted in the Narthex after each council meeting.  

Ouitdee Carson 
February 1 

 
Al Decker  

February 4 
 

Kim Mitchell 
February 10 

 
Mike Wendling 

February 16 
 

Judy Stocke 
February24 

 
Darlene Saaf 
February 25 

 
John Kubiak  
February 28 Duluth:  

Charter Ch. 180  
 Sat. @ 9AM & 9PM;  
Sun. @ 7AM 

Superior:  
SCMC 180 
Wed. @ 6:00pm  
Sun. @ 10:00am 

Hermantown: 
Sun. @ 8  AM 
Thur. @ 2 PM 
Sat. 8 @  AM  

PACT  Televised Services 


