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have known from years past. It is clear to me that God has a great plan for you and that
there is a great readiness and desire at Christ Lutheran to impact your community. As I
considered the gifts God has given me and the needs that your church has, it did indeed
seem to be a very good match. I could easily envision myself serving in Duluth and have
spent time contemplating ways we might be able to reach out to those around you.

The only thing that has been holding me back is that, in the past, God has always
revealed a deep sense of His calling for me. I know that many may not understand, but I
believe this call from God is vital to ministry. It would not be wise for me to operate
outside of God’s will and it would not be fair to you (if my coming there was not part of
God’s plan). I believe that God already has a plan in mind about who He wants to serve
there. You have my assurance that I will continue to pray that God would grant His
strength in the challenges that you are meeting now (and will meet in the future) and
wisdom and direction in finding the man God is going to call to serve in Duluth.

It is with deep sadness, that I feel I can’t accept the call to serve Christ Lutheran
Church in Duluth. I look forward to seeing what God is going to do through you in the
future. May the joy of the Lord be your strength and may His Spirit lead you to a place of
deep intimate worship, even now before a full time pastor is called.

With great love
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